BRUSSELS (Pan)— X^eRc^fan SodaBsc Party and aO sodafist portlet 
in Earope bods off endeavours to achieve peace in the Mkkfle East awl 
snpport ongoing peace efforts In' the region, according to the Bdgou 
Socialist Party leader. The Bdgfaw SodaBst Party, which fa the main 
partner la the. promt coafition gowra m entr wffl pursue efforts within the 
European Ce rnimpnify (EC) framework to gfre impetoa to the peace process 
hi i the Middle East, the party leader said in a statement dmfef a meeting 
with Jordan V Ambassador to BdgfntBltasm Aba Nhneh and other Arab 
envoys and Belgian nrinfcters. He sdd that the present chance tor peace 
ShfloW not be nusted became it coaid never present itsdf once again. The 
ambassador renewed EBs Majesty King Hnssrin’s efforts to attain a jdt 
and darobfe peace through an toteraationol Middle East peace conference. 
He also spoke about Jordan's efforts to bade the Pa te s tlu e liberation 
Organisation (PLOVta its endeavours to regain the rights of the Palestinian 
people through the e&Bed-Cor c o nference, which can bring abort a bstaag 
ad ll em e n t to the probl em . 
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Amman-Baghdad rail link planned 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq and Jordan are to build a railway 
linking their capitals. Minister of Transport and Communications 
Mohammad Hamza A1 Zubddy said Tuesday. The Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) quoted the minister as saying the project had been 
studied several years ago and officials from both countries would 
meet soon to discuss final details. He gave no details. The minister 
said Iraq and Egypt had recently signed a draft agreement to 
operate buses between tbeir capitals through Aqaba. Hamza also 
expressed hope for linking Iraq with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and, 
Turkey by railways. The land road linking Baghdad with Cairo 
passes through Jordanian territories, the Iraqi minister noted. He 
said that Egypt and Iraq were doing their best to provide the 
necessary facilities to operate this line. The draft agreement on 
operating this road was signed in Baghdad recently. 


Volume 14 Number 4030 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 1989, SHABAAN 1, 1409 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 





Her Mqjesty King Hussein Tuesday meets with a delegation of university students (Petra photo) 
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King receives Arafat 
message on contacts 


AMMAN p.T.) His 'Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday received a 
message from Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat on the out- 
come of-the-PLO’s recent politic- 
al contacts and the achievements 
made as a result of the clear 
politics! strategy adopted by the 
PLO in light of the resolutions 
passed by Palestine National 
Council late last year. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 


ra, said the message was deli 1 
vered by PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud 
Abbas, who .was received by the 
King in a special audience. 

, Kmg Hussein briefed Abbas on 
Jordan's views on a number of 
aspects pertaining to die Pales- 
tine question and voiced Jordan's 
full support of the PLO’s new 
political approach, “which has 
proved successful on the path of 
restoration of Palestinian n&tion- 



His Majesty King Hussein. Tuesday meets with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Executive Committee member Mahmoud Abbas 
(Petra photo) 


al rights," Petra said. The audi- 
ence was attended by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal Court 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker and King Hussein's 
.political advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh. 

Earlier,- Rifai met in his office 
with Abbas, who arrived here 
Monday evening. 

Abbas, who has been dele- 
gated to make the visit by Arafat, 
briefed the prime minister on the 
outcome of Arafat's meetings in 
Cairo with Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze and 
senior Egyptian officials in late 
February. 

Abbas’ visit came in the course 
of continued coordination and 
consultation, between tbe Jorda- 
nian government and the PLO, 
Petra said.- _ 

The meeting was attended by 
PLO officials Maradouh Nofal 
and Omar AI Khatif. 

Abbas was also received by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Marwan Al Qasem 
with whom be exchanged views 
on current affairs of interest to 
Jordan and the PLO. Qasem later 
hosted a lunch in honour of 
Abbas. 


King thanks Egyptian council, 
ays ACC Is a historic turn 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty > 
King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to the People’s Council in 
Egypt thanking its members 
for congratulating him on the 
proclamation of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC). 

The King said that the ACC 
formation was a historic event 
designed to bolster pan-Arab 
action and consolidate solidar- 
ity among Arab states. 

The People CountiTs Arab 
Affairs and Economic Commit- 
tee in Egypt have approved the 
ACC, which was proclaimed in 


Baghdad on Feb. Id. Members 
of the two committees delivered 
speeches expressing support 
for the council, which,, they 
said, is bound to give further 
impetus to ongoing efforts to 
strengthen the Arab Nation's 
economy. 

The ACC, they said, came in 
response: to the aspirations and 
desires of . (he Arab masses In 
the four countries — Jordan, 
North Yemen, Iraq and Egypt. 
In Riyadh, 'the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) foreign 
ministers Tuesday voiced their 


toll support for the ACC and 
the Maghreb Arab Union, de- 
scribing them as a positive step 
in promoting cooperation 
among Arab countries. 

Du din explains ACC 

In Rabat, Labour Minister 
Marwan Dudin stud Tuesday 
that the Arab region was wit- 
nessing the first beginning! of a 
new era of Arab solidarity rep- 
resented by the formation of 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iran severs diplomatic 
relations with Britain 
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NICOSIA (Agencies) — - Fran, 
accusing London of anti-Islamic 
“treachery Tuesday severed re- 
lations with Britain, escalating a 
three-week-old crisis over the 
novel “The Satanic Verses” 
which 1 many. Muslims consider 
blasphemous, 

Iranian Prime Minister Hussein 
Mousavi said the move “reflected 
Iran’s resolve .to defend Islam.” 

Britain, blamed Iran and rela- 
tives of British hostages in Leba- 
non said Tehran’s decision to 
break diplomatic ties with Lon-, 
don dashed hopes of an early 
release. - 

John Waite, cousin of Church 
of England envoy Terry Waite, 
who vanished in Beirut in 1987 
and' is believed held by- pro-Ira- 
nian kidnappers, said: “This is 
undoubtedly a setback for us and 
other, families who were hoping 
for an early release.” 

Iran, acted in. retaliation for 
Britain's condemnation of ' a 
death order issued by Ayatollah 
RuboUah Khomeini, the Iranian 
leader,; against Indian-born Brit- 
ish author .Salman Rushdie. 

The Foreign Office, which has 
no dipkna^ m Tehran, said it. 
was awaiting formal notice of the 
break in refeffls but added: 
Tbepresent situation is entirely 
of Iran’s, malting." 

> A - spokesman' said: ' “Incite- 
ment to murder is a violation of 


[be most elementary principles 
and obligations that govern rela- 
tions between sovereign states. It 
has been vigorously condemned 
around the world.”' 

The government will' make an 
official response once Sweden, 
which represents British interests 
in Iran, officially delivers the 
Iranian decision. 

Iran decided on the break, 
expected to cost Britain lucrative 
export contracts, despite a public 
British acknowledgement that 
Rushdie’s book was" offensive to 
Muslims. 

-The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry decided 
on “the foil break in diplomatic 
relations" -at the end of a one- 
week deadline parliament had set 
for Britain to “clarify” its stance 
on the book. 

The Majlis, or parliament, did 
not state outrigbtiy what it 
wanted Britain to do when' it 
served the ultimatum Feb. 28. 

• But- the state-controlled media 
have suggested that prosecution 
of Rushdie, withdrawal of “The 
Satanic Verses” from bookshops 
and banning its publication would 
held ease tensions. 

-' Britain shut down its embassy 
in ..Tehran after Khomeini's call 
on Muslims to "ltill Rushdie. 

Iranian clerics backed the' call, 
offering a $5. 2rtmllion bounty for 


his head. 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
said the ministry announced the 
break in ties at 11.30 a.m. (0800 
GMT), at "exactly the same time 
the Majlis last. Tuesday decided 
to give Britain seven days . to 
decide over the matter.” 

It quoted a Foreign Ministry 
statement as saying: “The world 
oppressors and the West which 
find genuine Islam against their 
objectives and plots, have risen 
against Islam and in this anti- 
lslamic campaign the role of the 
British government is salient. 

“In the past two centuries Bri- 
tain has been in the frontline of 
plots and treachery against Islam 
and Muslims,” said the state- 
ment. 

A dissident Palestinian group, 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General Com- 
mand (PFLP-GC), has said it will 
attempt to kill Rushdie. 

The U.S. condemned PFLP- 
GC leader Ahmad Jibril’s vow to 
kill Rushdie and called on Syria 
to make sure it is not carried out . 

"We condemn this threat,” 
State Department spokesman 
Chades Redman told reporters. 
“Jibril's statement highlights the 
menace posed by the PFLP-GC 
and by th'e group’s association 
with Iran state-sponsored ter- 
rorism.” 



CRH Crown Prince Hassan 

Crown 
Prince 
urges focus 
on private 
sector 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
said Tuesday the objective of 
development was no longer res- 
tricted to achieving high growth 
rates but had extended to ensur- 
ing interaction between the social 
and economic aspects of develop- 
ment, mobilisation of the avail- 
able resources and directing them 
towards initiating radical changes 
in the structure of the society and 
its Welfare. 

In a lecture entitled “Economic 
Strategy in Jordan,” he delivered 
at the Royal War Academy, 
Prince Hassan reviewed the most 
important economic develop- 
ments in Jordan and the King- 
dom's development strategy. 

Prince Hassan said the dynam- 
ism of the Jordanian economy 
had turned it into an economy 
capable of adjusting to new de- 
velopments and correcting its 
path in a manner enabling it to 
counter challenges. 

Prince Hassan also said the 
"spirit of initiative and innova- 
tion is capable of putting us on 
tbe right track, which enables us 
to face the existing challenges.” 

Therefore, he noted, the fu- 
ture development strategy should 
focus on activating the private 
sector role. The Crown Prince 
highlighted the status Jordan en- 
joys in view of its strategic loca- 
tion and the availability of trained 
manpower. Such factors play an 
important role in restoring econo- 
mic momentum, he said. 

At the end ■ of the lecture. 
Prince Hassan replied to ques- 
tions put forward to him by the 
audience. 


King reaffirms commitment 
to Palestinian cause, rights 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said Tuesday Jordan had always been 
committed to supporting the Palestinian 
cause and doing every possible effort to 
defend the Palestinian rights and backing the 
steadfastness of the Pales tinian people in the 
occupied territories. 


Addressing a delegation of stu- 
dents from tbe University of Jor- 
dan and Yannouk University at a 
meeting held at the Royal Court, 
King Hussein said Jordan, in- 
spired by the principles of the 
■Great Arab Revolt, bad, since its 
creation, sought to achieve the 
noble objectives of tbe Arab Na- 
tion and to realise its hopes. 

King Hussein reviewed the 


stages of the Palestine question, 
Israel's occupation of Arab terri- 
tories in 1967 and Jordan's efforts 
to restore the Palestinian soil and 
rights. 

King Hussein pointed out that 
Israel had tried, after its occupa- 
tion of the West Bank, to under- 
mine the Jordanian-Palestinian 
unity, under the pretext that Jor- 
dan was the homeland for the 


Palestinians. “Such attempts 
were aimed at creating rifts and 
obliterating the Palestinian 
rights," the King said. 

In 1972, King Hussein said, 
Jordan introduced three alterna- 
tives for Paiestmian-Jordanian re- 
lation — the unity in its previous 
form, confederation or a Palesti- 
nian state on Palestinian soil. 

The King pointed out that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) was recognised as the 
sole legitimate representative of 


the Palestinian people iu 1974. 

Jordan's decision last July to 
sever legal and administrative re- 
lations with tbe West Bank was 
taken in response to the Arab and 
Palestinian wish to emphasis the 
Palestinian identity as the first 
step towards restoring Palestinian 
rights. 

“By taking that difficult deci- 
sion, the doubts, suspicions and 
impurities were all removed and 

(Continued on page 2) 


King congratulates Assad 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a cable 
of good wishes to Syrian President Hafez Al Assad on Syria's 
National Day. The King wished the president continued health and 
happiness and further progress and prosperity. 


Israeli troops kill 1, wound 51 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and killed a Palestinian teenager 
Tuesday and blew up the houses 
of two Palestinians and fifty one 
other Palestinians were reported 
wounded by gunfire in violent 
protests. 

Israeli troops also stormed a 
U.N. medical clinic in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip to break up a 
Palestinian demonstration and 
staff said 25 Palestinians 
were wounded. 

Reuter correspondent Paul 
Taylor saw three women taken 
away on stretchers and said an 
army commander commended his 
men, telling them: “Good job, I 


congratulate you all.” 

Staff in tbe clinic m tbe Jaba- 
liya refugee camp told the AP 25 
Palestinians were hurt, among 
them an eight-year-old girl, a 
local journalist and two U.N. 
ambulance drivers. 

The army slapped a new curfew 
on Nablus, the largest town in the 
occupied West Bank where staff 
at Al Ittihad hospital said troops 
shot dead Hakam Bakir, 18, in 
his home in the market area. 

The violence in Gaza and the 
West Bank came in protest of the 
deaths of three Palestinians Mon- 
day; including tbe unexplained 
death of a Palestinian held in a 
Shin Bet interrogation centre. 


Widespread demonstrations 
took place in refugee camps and 
towns in the Gaza Strip, where 
650,000 Palestinians live. Reports 
said 22 Palestinians were wound- 
ed by gunfire, and there several 
reports of soldiers beating Arabs. 

Qaire Grimes, a spokeswoman 
for the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), which admi- 
nisters refugee education and re- 
lief programmes, said that “every 
area of the Gaza Strip is very 
active,” especially the Jabaliya 
refugee camp. 

Boys left school, set up barri- 
cades and burned tyres in Jaba- 
liya to protest the death Monday 
of camp resident Ahmad Rama- 


dan Al Azami, who was shot in 
the chest by soldiers during a 
demonstration. 

Soldiers chased Palestinians 
into the UNRWA clinic in the 
Jabaliya refugee camp and caused 
some damage to the facility, doc- 
tor and a U.N. official said. 

A physician at tbe clinic told 
the AP by telephone: “We tre- 
ated 45 cases of beatings, regular 
bullets, rubber bullets, and there 
were hundreds of relatives 
gathered in front of the clinic.” 

Some of the relatives threw 
stones at soldiers, who chased 
Palestinians into the clinic, the 
doctor said. There, the soldiers 
beat about 25 people . 


Peace efforts should focus on 
moderate Israelis — Waldegrave 


ByRania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Britain favours sup- 
porting moderate forces in Israel 
seeking a political solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, rather than 
pushing Israelis into a “siege 
mentality,” British Foreign 
Office Minister William Waldeg- 
rave said Tuesday. 

“Those forces in Israel which 
are at present rather disorganised 
but widespread and which want a 
political solution, (should be) 
supported and developed." Wal- 
degrave said at a press conference 


on the second day of his visit to 
Jordan. 

Waldegrave, who Sunday en- 
ded a five-day trip to the occu- 
pied territories and Israel, said 
Britain was trying to persuade 
Israeli leaders to adopt the idea 
of an international peace confer- 
ence. Britain, he said, believes 
that Israel can attain security 
“not only by having armed 
forces but by (concluding) a trea- 
ty structure of peace around it.” 

“We who understand what 
needs to be done must support 
the forces in Israel, in the U.S. 
and the region who see a moder- 


ate approach and a political solu- 
tion as tbe right way forward," 
Waldegrave said adding that Bri- 
tain was in dose touch with the 
U.S., seeking to persuade the 
superpower that the opportunity 
for Middle East peace should be 
pursued with “reasonable 
urgency.” 

Waldegrave expressed cautious 
optimism over the convening of 
an international peace conference 
and said Israel’s opposition to 
such a conference was not "sus- 
tainable.” 

(Continued on page 2) 



William Waldegrave 


Baker to visit Moscow in May 


VIENNA (Agendes) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze ended two 
hours of talks in Vienna Monday 
with agreement to meet again in 
Moscow in May to discuss pros- 
pects for a superpower summit. 

Baker told reporters after the 
meeting that the United States 
would complete its review of the 
strategic arms reduction talks 
(START), after which Washing- 
ton could resume negotiations 
with the Soviet Union. 

On the Middle East, Baker 
restated the view that a U.N.- 
sponsored peace conference, an 
idea backed by the Soviet Union 
and the West Europeans, could 


jeopardise the search for a solu- 
tion. 

The U.S. has declined support 
for such a conference partly be- 
cause Israel refuses to have any- 
thing to do with it. 

Baker said Middle East peace 
would be achieved only through 
direct negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians, adding: 
“The situation cries out for hani 
work on the ground conducive to 
bringing about negotiations be- 
tween tiie parties.” 

"We should be very careful 
that we don’t pre-empt what 
could be more promising oppor- 
tunities down the line,” he said. 

Ministers of France, Greece 
and Spain, spearheading EC 


efforts to bring about such a 
peace conference, met Baker 
Monday. 

“Their impression was that 
there was some possibility (for 
progress toward peace), there was 
the need for movement, and they 
felt the United States should be 
active, but they wanted very 
much to coordinate with the Un- 
ited States.” a senior U.S. official 
told reporters after the meeting. 
He spoke on condition he was not 
identified. 

“The secretary... listened, he 
welcomed the interest in coor- 
dination, he went through his 
reasons for the need to prepare 
very carefully — nor to place too 
much high level attention on... an 


international conference, but 
rather prepare the ground to the 
point where you have some 
reason to believe you could be 
successful." 

After the meeting, French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
told reporters: “We had an ex- 
change of views, and both sides 
laid out their known positions.” 

“I am pleased with (Tuesday's) 
meeting (with Baker),” Shevard- 
nadze told reporter outside the 
residence of U.S. Ambassador to 
Austria Henry Grunwald. “I be- 
lieve... that there will be good 
cooperation between U.S. Maybe 
this is the most important conclu- 
sion.” 


Thatcher warns anew of ozone damage; more join pact 



Margaret Thatcher 


LONDON (Agendes) — British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er said Tuesday that damage to 
the earth's ozone shield would 
last through the 21st century and 
called for action by every country 
to protect the planet's life support 
systems. 

She was delivering the closing 
address at a three-day conference 
attended by 123 countries and 
dedicated to “saving the ozone 
layer.” 

Thatcher, co-host of the meet- 
ing with the United Nations En- 
vironraental Programme 
(UNEP), said the' ozone layer 
was at the mercy of chemical 
changes taking, place in the 
atmosphere. 

“Damage already done to the 
ozone layer will be with us, our 
children and our grandchildren 
throughout the 21st century,” she 
added. “Even if allthe chemicals 
which damage the ozone layer 
were banned tomorrow, ozone 
depletion would continue for 
more than a decade.” 

The ozone layer, which blocks 


out cancer-causing sun rays, is 
holed in the stratosphere over the 
Antarctic and dangerously thin- 
ned over the Arctic. 

At the conference, at least 20 
more nations said they would sign 
or ratify the 1987 Montreal Pro- 
tocol on restricting chlorofluoro- 
carbon (CFC) chemicals which 
destroy ozone. More than 30 na- 
tions have already ratified the 
agreement, which aims to halve 
use of the chemicals by 1990. 

But the British prime minister 
said: “Our goal must be nothing 
less than to see all countries 
sign.” 

Thatcher, a scientist by training 
who has zealously taken up en- 
vironmental causes in the past six 
months, added; “It is no good 
some of us acting to solve the 
problems, while tnhers go on as 
before. The problems will only be 
solved by common action.” 

In similar vein, U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency chief 
William Reilly told reporters; 

“I think we are all in this 
.together. We are all going to have 


to find ways to collaborate and 
clear this mess up. It affects us 
all.” 

During the conference, China 
and India asked industrialised na- 
tions to create a fund to help 
developing countries replace 
CFCs. 

On Monday night. Prince 
Charles, a longtime defender of 
the environment, called for a ban 
on CFCs and backed the Third 
World countries’ call for help. 

China and India, the world's 
two most densely populated 
countries, are embarking on mass 
production of refrigerators and 
other domestic appliances and 
consumer goods containing 
CFCs. 

In addition, the Soviet Union 
said it could not agree to a com- 
plete ban on CFCs until it had 
more “well-founded" scientific 
proof they were destroying the 
ozone layer. 

Mexico called for an interna- 
tional aid programme to help the 
Third World play its part in sav- 
ing the ozone layer. India called 


on rich nations to provide tech- 
nical aid. 

“Lest someone in this confer- 
ence thinks of this as charity I 
would like to remind them of the 
excellent principle of ‘polluter 
pays’ adopted in the developed 
world.” Indian -Minister of En- 
vironment Ziul Rahman Ansari 
said. 

Developed countries were con- 
suming 100 times more CFCs 
than Third World nations, he 
added. 

Developing countries urgently 
needed cash and technology to 
begin using substitutes for ozone- 
destroying chemicals, Chinese 
Environment Commissioner Liu 
Ming Pu said . 

"The developed world’s accu- 
mulation of a great amount of 
wealth was accompanied by the 
pollution and destruction of the 
environment." 

“Now these countries can use 
past accumulated wealth to man- 
age the environment... such is not 
the case for the developing coun- 
tries.” 
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Carbomb kills two; 
Lebanon blockade tightens 


BEIRUT (R) — A carbomb killed two women and 
injured 20 people in west Beirut Tuesday and 
Lebanon’s rival governments plunged into a fresh 
dispute over a blockade militia ports. 


The explosion wrecked a dozen 
cars and sent shards of glass 
scything along busy streets. Pools 
of blood covered pavements as 
rescuers rushed the wounded to 
hospital, where staff said two of 
the victims were dead. 

The blast, caused by an esti- 
mated 10 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives, was in the busy Hamra 
district, only a block from the 
American University of Beirut 
(AUB) hospital. 

The bomb was planted on the 
second day of the sea blockade of 
seven illegal ports, which ship- 
ping sources said was being re- 
spected by shipping. 

The bead of one of Lebanon's 


two administrations, army com- 
mander Michel Aoun, launched 
the blockade as part of a cam- 
paign to restore government au- 
thority and stem the flow of 
Lebanon’s dwindling wealth into 
militia pockets. 

Militias said they would refuse 
to give up their ports, through 
which fuel and other basic com- 
modities Dow into west Beirut. 
The seven harbours, scattered 
along the coast, are used by 
rightist and leftist forces. 

A statement by Aoun’s govern- 
ment said convoys of food and 
provisions would be sent to west 
Beirut through the museum cros- 
sing, the only open route between 


the two halves of the divided 
capital. 

The head of the civilian-con- 
trolled wing of the Lebanese 
army General Sami A1 Khatib 
Monday closed a seafront cros- 
sing on the green One only a week 
after it was reopened. 

PSP leader Walid Junblatt, 
tourism and public works minis- 
ter in Prime Minister SaJim 
Hoss's government, said he had 
asked Hoss to legalise his militia- 
controlled Jiyeh port, south of 
Beirut. 

Economists say Lebanon’s offi- 
cial revenue dropped by half in 
1976-1979, the period when the 
government lost its hold over air 
and sea outlets to militia forces. 

Political analysts said militias 
were unlikely to give up their 
oudets to the sea without a fight, 
particularly as the illegal ports 
were the main source of revenue 
for weapons and wages. 


King affirms commitment to cause 


Continued from page 1 

we were able to establish very 
strong and firm brotherly rela- 
tions with our Palestinian 
brothers,” the King said. 

The King referred to the Iran- 
Iraq war, and said Iran's plans to 
establish a Persian empire at the 
expense of the Arab World had 
jeopardised the Arab Order and 
that was why Jordan supported 
Iraq in its war with Iren. He 
voiced hope that genuine peace 
based on mutual respect and the 
recognition of internationally rec- 
ognised borders be established 
between Iran and Iraq. 

King Hussein said the creation 
of die Arab Cooperation Council 
was the culmination of great 
efforts and the absolute convic- 
tion of the leaders of the four 
founding states. 

The King pointed out that 


scopes of cooperation among the 
ACC members could be ex- 
panded to cover all aspects of life. 

The King said that there was a 
shift in the positions of world 
countries, including the United 
States, the Soviet Union, China 
and the European Community 
towards the Palestine question 
and Palestinian rights. 

The King expressed satisfac- 
tion at the prevailing internation- 
al atmosphere of strategic arms, 
increased international coopera- 
tion for solving the regional and 
international issues, and stressed 
the need for a just and compre- 
hensive solution to the Palestine 
question. 

The King also spoke about 
Jordan's efforts to clear Arab 
atmospheres and to restore 
Egypt's membership in the Arab 
League. 


Waldegrave: Focus should be on moderate Israelis 


Continued from page 1 

The British minister criticised 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, describing 
the situation there as “unjust." 
He said Britain, along with the 
European Community (EC) and 
the U.S., opposed Israel’s sup- 
pression of the 15-month-old up- 
rising in the territories. “These 
are quite unacceptable methods,” 
he said. 

Waldegrave said he believed 
Britain should pressure the Israeli 
military governor of the West 
Bank to abandon the “foolish" 
policy of dosing schools in the 
occupied territories. 

During his tour of the Gaza 


Strip, Waldegrave announced 
Britain's addition of £500,000 to 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency in an attempt to 
improve living conditions in the 
occupied strip. 

Waldegrave said Jordan was 
not indined to utilise a £15 mil- 
lion credit facility extended by his 
country since the Kingdom did 
not-want to increase its foreign 
debts. However, he said, Britain 
had derided to extend £5 million 
of the facility as open grant to the 
Kingdom. 

Asked whether Britain's view 
of a settlement of the Middle East 
problem included an independent 
Palestinian state, Waldegrave 


King: ACC a turning point 


Continued from page 1 
the ACC and the Arab 
Maghreb Union, which con- 
verge with the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of the 17th Arab Labour 
Organisation (ALO) confer- 
ence, Dndin praised the major 
changes in the Arab region and 
described them as serious steps 
on the path of achieving the 
long-sought Arab unity. 

These steps, he added, are 
aimed at building Arab econo- 
mic integration. 

Dndin added that Arab fu- 
ture warrants that “we all per- 
form our duties and shoulder 
our responsibilities in a man- 
ner that commensnrates with 
the new developments in the 
world order, such as the 
formation of world economic 
blocs which can affect the Arab 
inarch.” 

He called on the Arab Nation 
to live np to the future chal- 
lenges and to draw up a unified 
strategy. 

Dndin stressed the important 
role the ALO can play in the 
planning and preparation for 
the future, through mobilisa- 
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tion of all available resources. 

Dudin outlined Jordan's 
position vis-a-vis Israeli pro- 
vocations and practices against 
the Palestinians in tbe occupied 
territories. 

He printed out that Jordan 
had exposed such practices in a 
detailed report submitted to an 
International Labour Orga- 
nisation's (OLO) fact-finding 
mission. The report, Dudin 
added, demonstrated dearly 
the severe conditions of the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and tbe deteriorat- 
ing situation, there represented 
in the confiscation of land and 
water resources, violation of 
freedoms and the restrictions 
imposed on trade onions activi- 
ties. 

Dudin called for directing 
special attention to the agri- 
cultural sector in the Arab 
World in view of its importance 
in achieving food security. The 
minister stressed Ok need for 
developing the educational pro- 
cess in the Arab World to 
enable it to cope with tbe new 
developments and to meet the 
needs of the Arab communities 
in trained manpower. 
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said his country supported the 
principle of self-determination 
for the Palestinian people. 

“As friends of the Palestinian 
people, we have argued that 
some kind of wider confederation 
(with Jordan) would be in their 
best interest," he said. Britain, he 
added, recognises that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has a legitimate role in the 
• peace process, and “if out of the 
(international peace) conference 
a (Palestinian) state emerges, we 
will of course recognise it, but not 
until then." 

The minister noted that no 
meeting was scheduled between 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and PLO Chai rman 
Yasser Arafat. 

Waldegrave said Soviet di- 
plomacy in the Middle East was 
more “positive, moderate and 
reasonable" than before. He said 
London supported Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze’s 
call for Security Council involve- 
ment in preparations for conven- 
ing a U.N.-sponsored confer- 
ence, a proposal which he de- 
scribed as similar to that called 
for by Europe. 

The U.S., he said, had not yet 
come up with a full policy pack- 
age with regards to the Middle. 
East, and was legitimate in taking 
its time before coming up with 
conclusions following consulta- 
tions between President George 
Bush and Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Waldegrave described incur- 
sions on tbe lsrae li-Leban ese bor- 
der as potentially damaging to the 
peace process. “We believe that 
incursions across the border into 
Lebanon and Israel should stop 
both ways," he said. Comment- 
ing on reports that Washington 
considered the attacks on Israel 
as potentially damaging to the 
U.S.-PLO dialogue, Waldegrave 
said the operations were being 
carried out to cause embarrass- 
ment to Arafat and in order to 
damage the peace process. 




Lebanese banker ta l>« 
freed In 24 to 48 hoars 


Husseini rejects Israeli notion he 
represents alternative to PLO 


The King called on any Arab 
summit to reconsider the Arab 
League Charter and to develop 
its work to ensure that it can play 
its full role effectively. 

King Hussein said Jordan had 
encountered financial difficulties 
and had adopted a number of 
appropriate measures to over- 
come them. Jordan has contacted 
international bodies asking them 
to reschedule their debts, which 
has accumulated as a result of the 
failure by some Arab countries to 
honour their financial obligations 
to Jordan. However, IGng Hus- 
sein said, “what really matters is 
that we should organise ourselves 
and rely on our own resources in 
the future.” 

The King added that the ex- 
change rate of the dinar had 
-stabilised after the recent mea- 
sures and voiced hope that the 
situation would improve soon. 


LONDON (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian activist who held talks 
with dovish politicians in Israel, 
said Monday that Israeli leaders 
were mistaken if they believed he 
represented an alternative lead- 
ership to that of the PLO. 

Faisal A1 Husseini, on a lecture 
tour of Britain, met members of 
Israeli Vice- Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres’s Labour Party last 
month after being released from 
an Israeli prison where he was 
held for 18 months. 

The talks were condemned by 
right-wing Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir although the partici- 
pants, who included members of 
the Israeli parliament, said they 
bolstered Arab-Israeli under- 
standing. 

“They tried... to talk about me 
as if I can be an alternative 
leadership,’* Husseini said. “I 
told the Israelis... we, the Palesti- 
nians here (in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza), we don’t want 
and we can’t give you an alterna- 
tive leadership. 

“We can give you from here 
thousands of martyrs, tens of 
Nelson Mandelas but don't im- 
agine that you can find between 
us even one Quisling," he said. 

Israel has been looking for 
local Palestinians in the occupied 
territories to be involved in peace - 


talks in an attempt to bypass the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

“They are trying to delay the 
peace process through refusing to 
talk with the PLO as the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” Husseini said. 

Husseini accused Israeli De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
attempting to manipulate press 
coverage of his meetings with the 
Israelis. . 

He said Rabin had misled the 
media by giving the impression 
Palestinians who attended the 
talks said they were tired of the 
15-month-old uprising in the 
occupied areas. 

“So we decided to go every- 
where that we can meet Israelis 
and talk to them... to tell them 
this is our position — don't let 
Mr. Rabin mislead you in this 
matter,” Husseini said. 

He said the PLO wanted to 
start peace negotiations with Sha- 
mir “Not because we like him... 
but we must talk with our ene- 
mies.” 

U.S. conference jeopardised 

If the State Department refuses 
to grant visas to three Palesti- 
nians for a peace conference in 
New York it could doom the 
event and nip budding U.S. 


hopes for a new role as Mideast 
peacemaker, according to a con- 
ference organiser. 

“This is a time to move, not to 
reassess and send negative sig- 
nals,” said Peter Weiss, a New 
York lawyer who is helping put 
together the conference. 

The event, sponsored by Col- 
umbia University and four Arab 
and Jewish organisations, is sche- 
duled at a time that many analysts 
view as unusually promising for 
Middle East peace. 

It is intended to try to foster a 
fragile new U.S.-PLO dialogue 
“and to show the American pub- 
lic that Israelis and Palestinians 
can talk to each other about 
peace,” Weiss told Reuters in a 
telephone interview Monday. 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Charles Redman said 
the government was still review- 
ing tbe visa applications from two 
members of die PLO and a West 
Bank Palestinian. 

The visas were sought for Nabfl 
Shaath, a senior adviser to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
head of the Palestine National 
Council’s Political Committee, 
Afif Safieh, the PLO’s repre- 
sentative in the Netherlands, and 
Husseini, director of the Arab 
Studies Centre in Jerusalem. 


Shamir reminded of his vain 
quest for alliance with Nazis 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel's Jeru- 
salem Post broke a local taboo 
Tuesday by writing of a 1941 link 
between Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s Stent Gang terrorists 
and Nazi Germany. 

The episode, known to histo- 
rians, is almost never mentioned 
in Israel which reveres the mem- 
ory of European Jews, including 
Shamir's entire family, killed by 
the Nazis during World War n. 

The respected English-lan- 
guage daily, which bitterly 
opposes Shamir, broke the si- 
lence in an editorial blasting 
“obscene attacks” by the premier 
and other rightwingers on the 
leftist Peace Now Movement's 
contacts with Palestinians. 

Noting that Shamir said there 
would be “No KGB in Israel” to 
hunt down Peace Now activists, 
the Post commented: 

“That might be reassuring, but 
for the disturbing memory, 
doubtless shared by MP in this 
country back in 1941 which, with 
the Tina] solution’ already under- 
way in all but name, sought out 
German cooperation in the set- 
ting up here of a Jewish state on a 
national and totalitarian basis." 

The reference was to the Stern 
Gang, an underground terrorist 
group of which Shamir was a 
leader. It tried to make an 
alliance with Nazi Germany to 
oppose British rule in Palestine in 
exchange for the release of Jews 
from Nazi hands. 

Shamir, who dislikes speaking 
of the past, once said he was not 


involved in the abortive alliance 
with tbe Nazis because his role in 
the Stein Gang then was in field 
operations. 

Mainstream Jewish leaders in 
Palestine condemned the idea of 
a Nazi alliance. They considered 
the Ste mists fanatics and outcasts 
and were at that time raising 
troops for the allies. 

The Nazis rejected the plan 
because -it clashed with their bid 
for support from Arab national- 
ists. 

With the exception of a hostile 
statement by concentration camp 
survivors against Sh amir when he 
first took power in 1983, the 
Israeli press virtually never men- 
tions the episode. 

Stem Gang memories caused 
controversy in January when 
British Foreign Office: Minister 
William Waldegrave recalled 
Shamir's role in the 1944 assas- 
sination of Lord Moyne, Britain’s 
minister-resident for the Middle 
East. 

The Jerusalem Post's remarks 
came in response to attacks on 
Peace Now, Israel’s largest and 
most influential peace move- 
ment. 

Shamir questioned the very* 
loyalty of Peace Now activists to 
the state and said they are “sabo- 
taging Israel’s political war, the 
war for Israel's security” and 
helping “the most dangerous and 
extremist of our enemies.’’ 

Peace Now members, like all 
other Israeli citizens, serve in the 
armed forces and do annual re- 


serve duly. 

Shamir’s remarks Sunday trig- 
gered a barrage of venomous 
accusations and fierce counter- 
attacks. 

“At the height of the uprising 
when there are blood riots and 
Jews are being murdered, they 
(Peace Now members) go crawl- 
ing toward tbe leaders of the 
uprising and break a rule that 
every self-respecting Jew abides, 
which is to wait for the govern- 
ment's decisions,” said Tzahi 
Hanegbi, a hardline Likud legis- 
lator. 

Hanegbi was referring to Satur- 
day’s campaign by thousands of 
Peace Now members to drive into 
the occupied territories and talk 
peace with Palestinians. The 
army sealed the West Bank and 
turned back activists headed to 
Arab villages. 

Underlying the attacks, howev- 
er, was Peace Now’s controver- 
sial decision several months ago 
to change its stand about the* 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and call on the gov- 
ernment to talk peace with Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

Peace Now also favours “ter- 
ritorial compromise.” The loose- 
ly organised movement does not 
have membership rosters, and 
hence has no clear estimate of its 
popularity, but it turned out 
thousands of people at a recent 
protest calling for talks with the 
PLO. 
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northerly moderate wind and calm sea. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 5/13 

Aqaba It/ 22 

Deserts 5/17 

Jordan Valley 12/23 

Yesterday's high temperature; Am- 
man 15, Aqaba 22. Humidity readings; 
Amman 48 per cent, Aqaba 52 per 
cent. 
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Uppeifhwer price in Dk per kg. 

Apple 500 / 400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

Broad beans 230/180 

Cabbage 140 / 100 

Carrots.... 220/180 

Cauliflower 170/120 

Cucumbers 420/380 

Eggplant 240/lffl 

Ganic 220/200 

Grapefruit 340 / 300 

Lemon 360 / 300 

Leitocetoerone) 140/ 100 

Marrow (Wc) 250/200 
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Orange (Shammouti) 400 / 350 
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Pepper (sweet) 380 / 300 

Potato 320/260 
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Mandarin 520/J00 

Tomatoes 200/150 


NICOSIA (AP) — Prominent 
Lebanese international tanker 
Roger Tamxtt. reported victim of 
a kidnapping, called his Paris 
office Tuesday and said: “Tdi 
everyone not to panic, ft's 
now. I will be with you ia 
24 to 48 hours. “ 

A spokesman in Tamraz's Paris 
office, who declined to be named, 
said by telephone that Tamraz 
did not disclose his location. 

“Please ah my friends who 
offered money or influence in ray 
moment of greatest need. Espe- 
cially thank tbe smaller em- 
ployees and staff who offered 
then savings to help." Tamraz 
was quoted as saying. 

Tbe spokesman said Tamraz. 48, 
asked him to tell the press that he 
had been “in retreat to prepare 
my case.” 

Tbe Beirut daily A! Safir re- 
‘ in its Tuesday edition that 


was “not the victim of a kidnap 
operation.” 

On Monday, a dose associate 
of Tamraz reported be was being 
held for ransom. He said. he 
believed those holding Tamraz 
were acting for persons who suf- 
fered losses in tbe recent collapse 
of Lebanon’s second-largest 
bank. Bank AI Mashrek, which 
Tamraz headed until December. 

Asked Tuesday about the AI 
Safir report, the associate said: 
“Whac does one mean by kidnap? 
He is a guest but he is not free to 
move before he settles certain 
accounts.” 

The associate said Monday that 


Tamraz was seised when be went 
to a meets® m Cfctitfra. a town 
in Lebanon^ eastern BdfcU Val- 
ley Feb. 19. * 

- He said a iLS-ofttion payment 
was made several days later after 
Tamraz contacted family and 
friends. 

A Beirut paper reported Feb 
24 that (he payment was made 
through a Paris bank and that 
pan of tbe money wm raised by a 
mortgage on tbe Paris apartment 
of Tamraz* estranged wife. 

Tamraz was not refeased after 
the first payment mod a second 
payment was demanded, the 
a ssoc iate slid! 

Tamraz, a Maronite Cathohc. 
was educated at Cambridge Uni- 
versity, Eogfeed, and tbe Harvard 
Business School. He became a 
wdl-kncnyri investment banker, 
placing money for wealthy Mid- 
dle East clients into projects in 


In 1983 Lebanese President 
Amin Geroayel appointed Tam- 
raz chairman of partly state-own- 
ed Istra Investment Co which , is a 
major shareholder in tbe Bank AI 
Mashrek. 

A warrant for Tamraz's arrest 
pending investigation of the AI 
Mashrek Bank's affairs was 
issued by tbe government in east 
Beirut which claims to rule the 
divided country in competition 
with the civilian government 
based in west Beirut. 

Tamraz tied to west Beirut in 
January a nd lived in the seaside 
Summer land Hotel until shortly 
before his disappearance. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


ALO readmits Egypt 

RABAT (R) — Egypt was readmitted Monday to the Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) after a 10-year suspension, organisa- 
tion officials said . The move was taken at tbe start in Rabat of the 
ALO’s 17th annual conference, attended by Egyptian Minister of 
Manpower and Vocational Training Assem Saleh. The ALO 
conference is discussing problems such as the circulation of 
manpower between Arab states, particularly since the recent 
creation of regional groupings like the Arab Cooperation Council 
and Arab Maghreb Union. Delegates will also discuss the 
situation of Arab migrant workers in Europe and proposals to set 
up schools for their children, to be jointly operated by Arab 
League member states. 

157 Italian deputies seek Palestine recognition 

ROME (AP) — A motion presented by 157 parliamentarians 
Monday asked the government to recognise the Palestinian state 
declared last fall by the Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO). 
Foreign Minister Gitifio Andreotti has said on several occasions 
that Italy would not act unilaterally to recog nis e a Palestinian 
state. Instead, he said it will take any position on the issue until 
tbe European Community is ready to take a unified stance. The 
157 deputies who signed the motion represent about a fourth of 
the 630 members of the Chamber of Deputies and most of the 
parties in parliament's lower house. 

2 Irishmen jailed for 2 years in UAE 

KHOR FAKKAN .(AP) — Two Irishmen were convicted 
Monday for kidnapping a five-year-old girl and were given life 
sentences by a criminal court. But the sentences were reduced to 
two years’ imprisonment because the pair, Gerard Flynn, 25, and 
Dennus Dennehy, 28, planned “to return the girl to her mother,” 
the court ruled. Flynn and Dennehy have already spent six 
months in prison in Khor Fakkan in Fujairah, one of the seven 
states in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), after they were 
arrested last September heading for the airport with the girl. 

Israel holds 'kidnap’ caller 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli forces have arrested a Palestinian who 
allegedly made numerous anonymous telephone calls last week, 
in which be claimed to be holding a missing Israeli soldier and 
spelled out demands for his release, a military spokesman said 
Monday. The spokesman said the suspect, a resident of the Gaza 
Strip's Mughazi refugee camp, made calls to “several elements,” 
in which he demanded the release of all Palestinian prisoners in 
exchange for the soldier's freedom. 

Former Lebanese president at Harvard 

CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts (AP) — Amin Gemayel, former 
president of Lebanon, has taken a fellowship at Harvard 
University’s Centre for International Affairs, a newspaper re- 
ported. Gemayel will participate in seminars with the other 25 
fellows at the centre and begin academic work on Lebanon and 
the Middle East peace process, concentrating on policy alterna- 
tives in Lebanon, the Boston Globe said Tuesday. Gemayel is 
expected to be at Harvard through the remainder of this semester, 
which ends in May. and possibly through next fall’s semester, 
which ends in December. 
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RSS to make use of Turkish 
experience in tackling problems 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
porter 


AMMAN — Turkish experience 
in earthquake construction, bio-' 
technology and ' solar' .energy is 
expected to help the Royal Scien- 
tific .Society (RSS) in the near 
future in tackling some of the 
problems faced by Jordan in 
these fields. 

■ A Turkish delegation, repre- 
senting the Building Research In- 
stitute of Scientific and Technical 
Research Council (Tubitak) 
agreed with RSS officials to in- 
crease cooperation in several sci- 
entific ana technological fields 
prior to leaving Jordan Tuesday. 

. According to the acting direc- 
tor of Tubitafc, Alkut Aytun,= the 
institute will be working with the 
RSS and the Ministry of Planning 
to prepare a manual for earth- 
quake resistant construction and 
to improve Jordan’s earthquake 
zone map. 

. These . two factors are consi- 
dered to be important since Jor- 
dan is located on a “very active 


fault zone* 1 extending from the 
Red Sea to Turkey, “and there- 
fore, earthquake design should 
esperially be considered,” said 
Aytun. 

Bio-technology was classified 
by the head scientist of the De- 
partment -of Biology at Tubitak, 
Dr. Beyazit Cirakogju as “one of 
the most promising technologies 
and as one of the sciences for the 
21st ‘century." 

Defined as production by the 
use of biological material or 
organisms, bio-technology is “as 
old as man." While in the past, 
trio-technology was used to make 
bread by adding yeast (a micro-or- 
ganism) to dough, modern tfio- 
technology is no^ being used to 
modify chromosomes for genetic 
technology. 

“Several health <and agricultu- 
ral problems can be solved using 
this technology,” sriid CiraJcoglu, 
-further explaining t^iat bio- tech- 
nology could screen agricultural 
products for pathogeipic materials 
or plant diseases, ana could con- 



LAWZI RECEIVES CABLES: Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad A1 Lawzi Tuesday received a cable of thanks 
from the Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak thanking him for his 
congratulatory cable on the proclamation of the Arab Cooperation 
Council. Lawzi also received a reply cable from speaker of the Syrian 
People’s Assembly. Abdul Qader Qaddoura, thanking him for his 
congratulatory cable on his re-election as speaker of the council. 
Qaddoura wished the Jordanian Senate every success. (Petra) 

TO HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE: Public Security 
Department (PSD ) Director General Abdul Hadi A1 Majali holds a 
press conference at the PSD headquarters Wednesday during which 
he will talk about the seizure of the largest quantity of hashish, ever 
seized in Jordan. The quantity was designed to be sent outside 
Jordan. (Petra) 

JD 184,000 IN LOANS FOR FARMERS: The Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) branch inMa’an last year extended JD 184,000 
in- loans to farmers in Ma’an G overnorate, for drilling artesian wells, 
carrying out irrigation, projects and purchasing fodder for livestock. 
The ACC branch also gave loans amounting to JD 52,000 to fanners 
in the governorate during the last two months of 1988. (Petra) 

ABUSE ON CHILD FEEDING: A four month training course 
began Tuesday on child-feeding and prevention from contagious 
diseases for 45 ladies from Shobak sub-district at the Maqarieh Social 
Development Society in Shobak. Participants will listen to lectures 
about child-feeding, means of prevention from contagious diseases. 


(Petra) 

GERMAN PROFESSOR VISITS QOU: Professor Doctor 
(Emeritus) Horst MOhle, the ex-Rector of the University of Leipzig 
in East Germany, is currently visiting A1 Quds Open University on a 
one-week consultancy mission from 2-8 March. His mission involves 
acquainting QOU staff with the distance education systems adopted 
in East Germany. Mohle has also delivered three lectures, especially 
prepared for his current visit, which were attended by QOU staff and 
guests front other Jordanian universities. (Petra) 

A£T EXHIBITION: Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ibn Zaid will 
inaugurate an art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists on Wednesday 
at the- art gallery of Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. (J.T.) 

EXHIBITION OF CLEANING EQUIPMENT: Munir Sukhtian 
Company Tuesday held an exhibition of cleaning products at the 
Marriott Hotel in Amman, with a number of businessmen and 
owners otcleaning companies attending. 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place With the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ir An exhibition entitled “The Icebreaker” which includes show- 
ing a fRm about the activities of a Swedish icebreaker and the 
environment surrounding it, a photo exhibition and a radio 
-programme at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ An art exhibition by Mohammad Bofis and Mumra A1 
. Tunisiyya at AJ Qadiayya College. 

it An exhibition of paintings for children by Titiana Rifai and 
Karafine Ayoub at Haya Arts Centre. 

£ A plastic art eadubitioh by Rida Shnqalrl at the Royal Cultural - 
Centre. " 

- ft A plastic art exhibition by Noelle Shawa at Aha Art Gallery. 

☆‘ A graphic art exhibition displaying works by Goman artists 
Uebermann, Slevogt and Corinth at the Jordan National 
Gallery. 

☆ Amman International Book Exhibition which includes various 
scientific, fiterary, religious and chfidren’s books at the 
International Motor Centre, 

ft An art cxb&ition by EgypHsn .artist ’Adli . Rizqnllah at A1 
. Wastti Gallery. 

☆ A computer exhibiti on at the Yarinonk University. 

& An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at the Art Gallery 
of Abdul Wfl«M Shmnan Foundation — 6:00 p.m. 

FILM 


ft A video Sm on the french Revolution entitled “Marie- 
Antoinette” at the- French Cultural Centre.-*?- 4:00 p.m. 


sequently stop die production of 
a particular item. 

To implement this technology 
in Jordan, where it does not exist 
to date, Tubitak agreed to imple- 
ment a programme with the RSS 
in animal tissue culture, produc- 
tion of industrial enzyme, hybri- 
doma technology and recom- 
binant DNA technology. 

In addition, plans are under- 
way u> organise training courses, 
seminars and workshops for 
Jordanian officials at the RSS, 
and for exploratory visits to 
Turkey. 

Speaking on behalf of die head 
of Department of Me chani cal and 
Energy Systems Dr. Kudret Sel- 
cuk, Aytun said that Tubitak is 
working on producing electrical 
energy from solar energy and on 
more efficient use of solar heat in 
industry and food drying. 

During die delegation’s five- 
day trip to Jordan, Selcuk discus- 
sed matters for future coopera- 
tion and observed Jordan’s solar 
Simula tor, buflt in cooperation 
with the German government. 


NMl board 
approves 
ed 


commercial 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade H&ndi Tab- 
baa met Tuesday with the presi- 
dent of the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce and 
discussed a number of matters 
connected with the Jordanian 
commercial sector, as well as 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade and the federation in 
these affairs. 

The two sides discussed means 
of stimulating the role of the 
commercial sector in a manner 
conforming to the government’s 
plans to stimulate the national 
economy.. 

They also reviewed matters of 
concern to the federation and its 
future programmes. 




AMMAN (Petra) — The board 
of trustees of the National Medic- 
al Institution (NMI) Tuesday 
gave the go-ahead for the intro- 
duction of a unified health insur- 
ance system benefiting civilian 
and military personnel covered 
by NMI services and with no 
additional charges in their sub- 
scriptions. 

TTie board, meeting under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, also approved in prin- 
ciple proposals for a new system 
for NMI staff’s pay scale and 
allowances, provided that a final 
version is approved by the board 
once it has been finalise d. 

The board, which approved the 
NNfl’s 1989 budget, requested the 
NMI Director General, Dr. 
Daoud Hanania, to arrange for a 
\ plan to provide technical training 
\courses to NMI staff aimed at 
raising their standards and effi- 
ciency. 

\The board gave its approval for 
seating op a special centre- for' 
canjcer treatment and appointed a- 
special committee to choose an 
appropriate site for the projected 
centre, adjoining one of NMI’s 


hospitals in Jordan. 

On the board are Chief of the 
Royal Court Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, the ministers of 
health and finance, the president 
of the University of Jordan, the 
president pf the Civil Service 
Commission and Hanania. 


Tabbaa^ 
federation chief 


His Majesty King Hussein and Iraqi President Sarfrfam Hussein 
inspect the restoration work being carried out at the royal 
cemetery in Baghdad during King Hussein’s last visit to Iraq 
(Petra photo) 

Restoration work 
completed on royal 
cemetery in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Restoration work on the Royal Cemetery in 
RnghHi»H j set up in 1936, has been completed and, according to a 
report by the Gulf News Agency, the project cost nearly one 
millio n Iraqi dinars. 

The agency said that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein had 
ordered the restoration work to be carried oat together with other 
affiliated plans to improve the cemetery and adjoining streets. 

The cemetery has rightly become one of the main landmarks of 
the Iraqi capital according to the news agency correspondent who 
vislfed the scene recently. 

The restoration involved the reburial of the late King Faisal H of 
Iraq side by side with his father the late King Ghazi, according to 
the agency. 

It said that the floor is covered with marble stone brought from 
Italy and the tombs have been decorated with Mamie inscriptions. 

The cemetery, which also houses the remains of other members 
of the royal fiktidly,’ is decorated by 'three huge crystal chandefiers 
and the walls are covered with decorations. 

According to the agency the cemetery is surrounded by a vast 
garden planted with trees and flowers. 

Iraqi Minister of Awqaf and Religious Affairs Abdullah Fade! 
said that the restoration work was done in respect of those who had 
shouldered great responsibility in serving their nation. 

“The men buried in the cemetery are closely related to the 
Prophet Mohammad and his descendants whom we all deeply 
revere and respect,” the minister said. 

During his last visit to Baghdad His Mqjesty King Hussein, 
accompanied by Iraqi .President Saddam Hussein, called at the 
cemetery where they recited verses of the Holy Koran and 
inspected restoration work which was still underway. 


Seminar calls for stations 
to monitor pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on environmental pollation by 
chemical substances beld at the 
University of Jordan Tuesday re- 
commended that concerned au- 
thorities in Jordan set up pollu- 
tion-monitoring stations, espe- 
cially in Aqaba and Zarqa, in 
cooperation with West German 
institutions. 

The seminar emphasised the 
need to introduce awareness 
programmes in schools, to launch 
media campaigns to spread in- 
formation about means to pre- 
serve and protect the environ- 
ment and to impose fines on 
violators of environment regula- 
tions. 

The seminar called for adv- 
anced research programmes re- 


Informatics committee 
begins talks in Amman 


ft - A fcctWBj h Arabic, by Prof. Dr. Ulrich Haamtann entitled 
- . “Nation ^Falbalandra Medieval Christianity and Islam” at 
-MbHi .University — 12# noon. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The in- 
formatics committee of the Arab 
Union of Producers, Transpor- 
ters and Distributors of Electric- 
ity opened its first meeting in 
Amman Tuesday to discuss a 
working programme for 1989 and 
1990. 

The programme entails the 
creation of a data bank on electric 
power in fhe Arab World and the 
preparation of an initial study on 
a plan for linking the computer 
systems of Arab electricity 
boards, a project intended to 
facilitate the flow of information 
among Arab states and to benefit 
from the Arabsat programmes 
related to electricity and affiliated 
fields. 

Addressing the opening session 
of the three-day meeting was 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) Director General Moham- 
mad. Arafeh who reviewed cur- 
rent Arab efforts through the 
union to promote the role of 
electricity generation and dis- 
tribution in the Arab World, and 
the rationalisation of power and 
energy consumption in Arab 


countries. 

Arafeh emphasised the import- 
ance of the informatics commit- 
tee which he said can achieve that 
goal through modern techniques 
and proper utilisation of tech- 
nology. 

“Arab informatics systems can 
be made to provide a better and 
more effective service if they are 
linked together in a manner that 
can ensure a wider benefit of 
information,” Arafeh added. 

The meeting will discuss means 
of gathering-information related 
to power generation in the Arab 
World, plans for interconnection 
of grids, and an exchange of 
information and publications on 
electricity. 

The delegates, who represent 
Jordan, Syria, Bahrain and 
Egypt, will also work out a plan 
for unifying technical terms and 
specifications for electric power 
produced in the Arab World: 

The committee is one of five 
committees recommended by the 
union during its meetings here in 
the past year. 
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GFJW president speaks on eve of women’s day 

Bashir: Federation gives 

assistance to women in 
several Arab countries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Promoting the role of women In 
Jordanian society and extending assistance to 
women In Lebanon, Iraq, Sudan and Palestine are 
among the numerous activities initiated and followed 
up in earnest by the General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW), according to the federation’s 
president Haifa A1 Bashir. 


Speaking in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
on the eve of Jordan's celebration 
of the International Women's 
Day Wednesday, Mrs. Bashir 
said that the federation has been 
participating in pan-Arab meet- 
ings concerning women and is 
involved in a number of activities 
designed to promote the status of 
women in the Kingdom and raise 
their social and cultural stan- 
dards. 

In reviewing the federation’s 
activities and programmes, Mrs. 
Bashir said that the GFJW took 
part in the Arab Women’s Fed- 
eration’s 10th meeting held in 
Baghdad in 1986, which discussed 
means of enhancing the role of 
women in social and economic 
development. 

The GFJW took part in 
another meeting to discuss 
women's affairs held in Amman 
in 1987, Mrs. Bashir added. 

She said that the GFJW has 
been backing the struggle of 
women in Iraq, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine and Sudan and has extended 
financial and in-kind assistance to 
women in the occupied Arab 
territories, Somalia, Eritrea. 


Djibouti and other parts of the 
Arab World. 

Last month, the GFJW sent 
medicines to women unions in 
Eritrea to help them to counter 
malaria, and typhoid, diseases 
which have been spreading in the 
country, Mrs. Bashir noted. 

She said the federation is cur- 
rently developing a training cen- 1 
tre it has been operating in Jor- 
dan to involve women in Jorda- 
nian folkloric activities and is 
continuing actively in helping 
women to find jobs. 

In addition to this, the GFJW is 
in permanent contact with work- 
ing women and even foreign 
women living in the Kingdom in a 
bid to bolster relations and activi- 
ties in all areas of concern for 
women. 

The federation, she added, is 
constantly involved in activities 
and programmes related to so- 
cial, cultural, political, and eco- 
nomic fields and providing train- 
ing to local women, and it con- 
tinues to coordinate work of 
women’s unions and maintaining 
links with foreign women’s fed- 
erations. Mrs. Bashir added. 

The International Women's 


Day will be marked in Jordan 
with lectures, seminars and other 
cultural events to be organised by 
women’s unions. 

The events are designed to 
highlight Jordanian women’s con- 
tributions to the social and econo- 
mic development of the Kingdom 
over the years. 

Ceremony to honour 
Jordanian women 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of So- 
cial Development has announced 
that it will hold a ceremony at the 
Palace of Culture of the A! Hus- 
sein Youth City to honour veter- 
an Jordanian women. 

Those to be honoured at the 
ceremony, according to the 
announcement, are women who 
had been involved in major acti- 
vities in child care. 

The announcement said that 
efforts are continuing, in coop- 
eration with women’s unions in 
the Kingdom, to promote the role 
of women in child-care activities 
and other social functions, and said 
that the ministry, through its pro- 
vincial centres, has been laun- 
ching training programmes for 
women working in these fields. 

In previous years the Ministry 
held ceremonies on the Interna- 
tional Women’s Day during 
which it honoured West Bank 
women for their part in enhanc- 
ing the resistance against the 
Israeli occupation, women work- 
ing in scientific research and 
women with outstanding achieve- 
ments. 



Minister of Supply Fayez Tarawneh Tuesday addresses the opening session of a meeting on (lour 
mills in the Near East and East Africa (Petra photo) 

Tarawneh outlines Jordan’s 
bid to increase wheat production 


lated to pollution, plans to ex- 
amine vehicles to ensure that they 
send out the least possible fumes 
and other air pollutants, consider 
operating electric tram cars to 
commute travellers between Am- 
man and Zarqa to reduce the 
number of cars and buses on the 
road and cut down on the amount 
of fumes they produce. 

The recommendations called 
for the introduction of a new 
means for garbage and other 
waste disposal and imposing new 
regulations on the use of pesti- 
cides and other chemical pro- 
ducts. 

It said that petrol used in vehi- 
cles should be clean of lead so as 
to cause the least possible dam- 
age to the atmosphere. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Wheat 
is a strategic commodity ho the 
majority of nations around the 
world, particularly those of the 
Middle East and East Africa. 
Minister of Supply Fayez Taraw- 
neh said here Tuesday. 

The minister, who was addres- 
sing the opening session of a 
three-day meeting on flour mills 
in the Near East and East Africa, 
spoke in detail about Jordan’s 
endeavours to increase wheat 
production and facilities as well 
as incentives offered to investors 
in food production in the 
Kingdom. 

Jordan now has three silos for 
storing wheat produced in the 
Kingdom or imported from other 
countries, as well as for other 
types of cereals in demand in the 
local market, the minister noted. 

He said that these silos have an 


... .. 


overall storage capacity of 335,000 
tonnes needed as reserve in the 
face of fluctuations in wheat pro- 
duction and an unstable world 
market. 

Trarawneh said that produc- 
tion of flour in Jordan is done 
through six flour mills owned by 
the private sector in addition to a 
flour mill owned and operated by 
the Ministry of Supply, which has 
a daily capacity of 400 tonnes. 

The meeting, which has been 
organised by the United States 
Wheat Associates (USWA) 
through the Ministry of Supply, is 
being attended by delegates from 
11 countries in addition to 
Jordan. 

The USWA last month orga- 
nised a three-day symposium 
here to discuss “grain storage and 
handling” with the participation 
of several countries in the Near 


East region and the Arab World. 

Working papers discussed at 
that symposium covered ques- 
tions of storing cereals in ware- 
houses, the role of silos and 
means of transporting the grain. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
symposium. Ministry of Supply's 
Secretary General Abdullah A1 
Hawamdeb said that the capacity 
of Jordan's silos is to be raised to 
500.000 tonnes, once the current 
expansion projects have been 
completed. 

Delegates attending the pre- 
sent meeting came from Bahrain. 
Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Qatar, 
Syria, the United Arab Emirates, 
North Yemen, Cyprus, Kenya 
and Turkey in addition to Jordan. 

Hawamdeh and U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Roscoe Suddanh 
were present at the opening ses- 
sion. 
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University of Jordan’s Faculty of Nursing Tuesday bolds aseminar on die rok of nurses In dealing with multi-handkapped cases. 

Khatib calls for improving status of handicapped 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
the role of nurses in dealing with 
multi-handicapped' cases was held 
at the nursing faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Wednesday. 

Among the speakers was Dr. 
Abdullah A! Khatib president of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUYS) who highlight- 


ed the role of the community and 
the responsibility of the families 
of the handicapped in improving 
the status of the handicapped 
children, through cooperation 
with specialised rehabilitation 
centres. 

Khatib outlined GUVS’s activi- 
ties to promote the voluntary and 


rehabilitation centres in tbe coun- 
try through continued financial 
and in-kind assistance. 

He also spoke about AI Am a! 
Centre for the multi-handicapped 
persons which now caters for 40 
cases, and urged all concerned 
authorities to intensify and coor- 
dinate efforts to provide better 


services to the handicapped. 

Other speakers included Dr. 
Samira Baban. director of the 
Amman Cerebral Palsy Centre: 
Dr. Jamil Simadi, director of the' 
special education programme at 
the University of Jordan and Dr. 
Amal Ban dak assistant professor 
at the University’s Nursing 
Faculty. 
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Wise statesmanship 


BRITISH Foreign Office Minister W illiam Waidegrave is a 
refreshing phenomenon; he belongs to a rare breed of 
statesmen who have the conviction, of their words. It is not a 
particular word or expression ottered by Mr. Waidegrave in 
Jordan or Israel that prompts one to make this judgement 
Rather it is the streak of morality, ethics and legitimacy 
which permeated his political demeanour regarding the 
Palestinian conflict that warranted such a sweeping descrip- 
tion. 

To be sore one wonld be worried about the political future 
of Minis ter Waidegrave in view of the fact that the Israeli 
web or intrigues and conspiracies have proven its potency 
against afl those who dare speak np against Israel’s corrupt 
policies. The Arab World has still vivid memories of former 
U.S. Senators Charles Percy and William Fulb right who 
were sacrificed at the alter of truth and true national 
interests of their own country at the hands of Zionist forces 
working within continental U.S.A. Yet Arabs find consola- 
tion in the fact that contrary to the cases of MeSSers Percy 
and Fulb right and the scores of others who stood np tall and 
brave but alone against Israeli tyranny, Mr. Waidegrave 
happily .has the solid backing of the whole government of 
Britain. This is indeed what distinguishes the government of 
Margaret Thatcher from all recent governments' in 
Washington. 

It goes without saying that the Arab World is not naive 
enough to ever think that the courageous words of Britain 
through Mr. Waidegrave would bring prompt solutions to 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict. On their own, expressions of wise 
policies are not likely to succeed In bending or changing the 
Israeli intransigence. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s views and perspectives suffer from age-old complexes 
that even tanks and bullets would not succeed in amending. 

Yet If all the permanent members of the U.N. Security 
Council can be persuaded to match Great Britain’s stand on 
the issues of war and peace in the Middle East, one can 
begin to see a glimmer of hope for the region. In fact the 
whole Arab- Israeli conflict wonJd not have festered for so 
many decades had the big powers enjoyed the calibre of 
outspokenness on the side of legitimacy and common sense 
that the government of Margaret Thatcher has been 
manifesting of late. Lack of fortitude and clarity in the 
positions of other powerful nations have led Israel astray for 
so long and in the process heightened the price of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. As Minister Waidegrave elucidated in 
his address before the members of the Jordan-British 
Society in Amman Monday, the future generations of Arabs 
might not show the flexibility that present generations have 
been entertaining. Mr. Waidegrave recalled the words of 
one Palestinian youth that he encountered in Nablus who 
told him: “Tell the Israelis to hurry up and negotiate with 
me for my sons and daughters would have hardened so 
much that they would refuse what I accept!'’ This is not to 
mention the new generations of weaponry that are projected 
to join the fray if effective solutions are not swiftly found to 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict. Such ominous developments would 
be on the conscience of the big powers who opted to stay 
aloof from the heat of the Middle East conflict. Wise 
statesmanship would call for the emulation of London’s 
unequivocal stand. Otherwise all parties, including the 
spectators, stand to lose, and to lose a lot. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i daily newspaper on Tuesday commented on the Jordanian 
medals conferred on the martyrs of the Iraqi aimed forces who 
fell in defence of the Arab homeland. The paper said that the 
King's gesture reflects the feelings of all Jordanians who backed 
the Iraqi people and armed forces in their struggle against the 
Iranian invasion. The conferring of medals on Iraqi martyrs by 
King Hussein demonstrates Jordan's continued commitment to 
support the Iraqi people who continue to defend the eastern flank 
of the Arab Nation, the paper added. In conferring the medals, 
the monarch, backed by all the Jordanian people, hopes that the 
Iranians will listen to the calls for peace and reason and to build 
ties of understanding and friendship with the Arab World so that 
the whole region can live in peace and dedicate its efforts to 
development, the paper noted. The paper said that it is time that 
the Iranian regime opted to establish genuine peace based on 
mutual respect and non-interference in other countries' affairs, 
specially since Iraq still extends its hand of peace and continues to 
work to achieve that end. 


A columnist in Ai Ra’i Arabic daily calls on the government to 
reduce to a minimum the number of Jordanian officials taking 
part in conferences that are held abroad now and then. Salah 
Abdul Samad says that reducing the number of delegates abroad 
means cutting down on expenses and saving a lot of hard currency 
of which the country is in bad need under the present circumst- 
ances. The writer says that reducing the number of these officials 
representing Jordan abroad will be in line with the on-going 
government efforts to rationalise and control spending. In 
conferences that are not of great significance, the writer su gg ests, 
it is enough to have Jordan’s ambassador attending the delibera- 
tions and relaying the outcome to the government in Amman. 
The writer says that cutting down on expenses in the form of air 
travel, hotels and per diems for the officials is bound to help the 
country save funds needed for more important endeavours. 


AI Dusfotu* daily newspaper tackled a visit here by British Foreign 
Office Minister William Waidegrave who is on a tour of the region 
to have a close hand examination of the situation. The paper said 
that Waidegrave heard King Hussein explaining Jordan's position 
with regard to the Palestine question and current efforts to 
convene a Middle East peace conference. He also heard the King 
voicing appreciation of Britain’s position with regard to the 
Middle East question and its continued support for the projected 
conference so that a lasting peace can be achieved, the paper 
noted. Indeed, the series of statements coming out from London 
Over the past few months are welcomed and appreciated by the 
Arab Nation because they all urged Israel to put an end to its 
occupation of Arab land and open a dialogue with the Palestinians 
to reach a final settlement based on justice, the paper pointed out. 


Palestinians, Israelis and Soviet factor 


By Abba Ebajj 


RECENT HEADLINES about 
the Middle East have been 
dominated by the Soviet Union, 
Egypt and the Palestinians, but it 
cannot be long before the United 
States and Israel clarify their atti- 
tude and intention. Warnings 
against premature action have a 
common-sense sound, but it is 
factually demonstrable that all 
major outbursts of violence in 
this area in the past half-century 
have coincided with diplomatic 
immobility. Procrastination and 
suspense have scored no victories 
— and avoided no clangers. 

Until the U.S. and Israel come, 
together in action rather than in 
postponement, we should at least 
combat two illusions: first, the 
illusion that there can be a peace 
process without substantive 
Soviet involvement; secondly, the 
illusion that Israel or the United 
States can prevent the Palesti- 
nians from appointing their own 
negotiating team without regard 
to veto attempts from any 
quarter. 

Recent Soviet activity in the 
Middle East is not merely a tac- 
tical exploitation of a diplomatic 
vacuum. It reflects an authentic 
tradition. Israelis whose thinking 
includes a historic dimension 
must admit that Soviet interven- 
tion in their destiny, for good or 
for ill. has been the general rule, 
that Soviet self-exclusion has 
been exceptional and that the 
general balance need not inspire 
panic. 

At the dawn of modern Israel’s 
history, four decades ago, the 
Soviet Union was the most con- 
stant advocate of partition idea 
without which Israel would not 
have come into existence as a 
legitimate reality. The USSR, un- 
like the. United States, did not 
deviate from this support at a 
critical time. It sponsored Israel's 
membership in the - United Na- 
tions and consequently in 30 
other international agencies. 

It joined the United States in 
constructing the system of armis- 
tice agreements which crystallised 
the only boundaries for which 
Israel has ever obtained interna- 
tional recognition. In Israel’s war 
of independence, Soviet arms 
saved embattled Israel from col- 
lapse during an American embar- 
go. The Soviet Union joined the 
United States in all the ceasefire 
agreements which ended all the 
wars. It supported Resolution 
242. Resolution 338, the first to 
establish the duty of “negotia- 
tion,” was drafted in Moscow. 

The Soviet Union was a joint 
chairman, with the United States, 
of the Middle East Peace Confer- 
ence in Geneva which gave birth 


and legitimacy to the disengage- 
ment agreements with Egypt and 
Syria. The USSR has an interna- 
tional status, equal to that of the 
United States, as one of the 
powers to whom the members of 
the U.N., including Israel, have 
given “primary responsibility for 
international peace and secur- 
ity. " The Soviet Union has a 
status in this region which is 
defined by its power, interests 
and proximity and which does not 
depend on American and Israeli 
consent. 

The fact that, for most of the 
last few decades, the Soviet Un- 
ion has supported Arab positions 
and not those of Israel is a painful 
part, but not the whole , of the 
story. Even in the worst periods. 
of confrontation, the USSR never 
denied Israel’s sovereignty and 
never accepted fundamentalist 
Arab doctrine about Israel as an 
‘illegitimate intruder." 

In times of armed conflict in 
the area, it has regarded non- 
confrontation with the United 
States as a brake on the deploy- 
ment of its own power. Israel’s 
resentment at the long years of 
Soviet hostility is tempered by 
two contrary impulses; tost, there 
is the memory of Soviet support 
in the crucial days of struggle. No 
country forgets those who went 
with it "in the wilderness, in the 
land unsown." Second, there are 
signs that the Soviet Union re- 
grets some policies of its previous 
leaderships, including the break 
in relations with Israel, and is 
cautiously' moving towards a 
more pragmatic stance. 


plating the United States, should 
understand that we have gained 
an ally and lost a unilateral 
mediator. It is not a bad ex- 
change, but toe consequence is 
that there is not going to be a 
repeat performance of toe Kissin- 
ger shuttle or Camp David. 

Some Israelis ana Americans 
.speak of the Middle East in terms 
of “American influence ” and 
“Soviet penetration. ” This sub- 
, jective semantic is not heard any- 
where else. The idea of U.S.- 
Soviet convergence in regional 
conflicts has been vindicated in 
many other regions and is likely 
to find strong support in the 
Western alliance. 

A superpower whose presence 
in a peace process is desired by 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and the 
PLO — and is not contested by 
Israel — is not going to be absent 
from the creation of peace, nor 
will it be a mere figure-bead in 
a. ceremonial negotiation. 
Washington and Jerusalem wfll 
have to take the Soviet factor into 
serious account. This does not 
mean that Moscow will dominate 
the scene. Concerted and active 
American and Israeli diplomacy 
with European backing can se- 
cure a viable balance. 


gaining; the assertion of a right to 
100 per cent of toe territory and 
sovereignty in every part of the 
area of the former Palestine man- 
date; and firm denial of Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The ideology developed by au- 
thoritative Palestinian leaders 
and spokesmen in recent weeks 
includes toe following new ele- 
ments: “la the past we did not 
believe in the idea of coexistence 
between two states. We now 
stand for a two-state solution — 
an Arab Palestine and the Jewish 
state, Israel, which we recognise 
as a state in the regioa." The 
PLO will strive for a comprehen- 
sive settlement among the parties 
involved in the Arab- Israeli dis- 
pute, including a Palestine state, 
Israel, and other neighbours in 
the framework of an international 
peace conference on the basis of 
Resolutions 242 and 338...” 

In other sections of the state- 
ments made In Algiers, Geneva, 
Stockholm and in in dividual dec- 
larations by the Palestinian 
spokesmen, they declare that the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship “shall be based on a 
confederation in accordance with 
the free choice of both peoples.” 
The latest declaration made by a 


to achieve a favourable reaction 
from the United States. This was 
achieved. The White House di- 
agnosed “an evolution of Palesti- 
nian Thinking towards pragmatic 
and realistic- positions.” On 
the other hand, the Israeli reac- 
tion was the surprise of the de- 
cade. Some leaders of both par- 
ties give the impression that they 
would have preferred a continua- 
tion of virulent Pales tinian rhetor- 
ic, since this would have kept toe 
United States in a one-sided dia- 
logue with Israel and would have 
deferred discussion of territorial 
negotiation.. 


Palestinian-Jordanian sector, thus 
blatantly violating the clear 
pledge by Menachem Begin in 
the Camp David agreement! And 
he refuses for all eternity to 
negotiate with the internationally 
recognised Palestinian repre- 
sentatives, or to admit that there 
is any room in any part of “Eretz 
Yisrael" for any juridical entity 
except Israel. 


On the other hand, the opinion 
polls and the media reveal a 
mature public appreciation of the 
new opportunities and a realistic 
understanding that toe PLO 
alone is a viable partner for nego- 
tiation. The Israeli nation is more 
enlightened and realistic than the 
leaders of either major party. 


In plain words, the Israeli gov- 
ernment and the PLO have pas- 
sed each other on a moving esca- 
lator. The Khartoum negatives 
are being shed by toe Palesti- 
nians, and are being taken over 
Lock, stock and barrel in toe 
poliqy of rhetoric of our prime 
minister’s office and the foreign 
ministry. 


tt 


The fact that some relatively 
favourable Soviet policies both in 
the 1940s and today were dictated 
by self-interest, not by altruism, 
does not change the picture. My 
experience teaches me that most 
governments make their deci- 
sions in the name of self-interest 
and explain their decisions in toe 
name of moral pnrity. 

If anyone in Washington or 
elsewhere asks if Soviet involve- 
ment in a peace process is “desir- 
able," the answer lies in a corol- 
lary question: “Is Soviet involve- 
ment not inevitable? If an exclu- 
sively American mediation was 
feasible in the Camp David 
period, this is not proof that it is 
realistic today. Egypt and Jordan 
are no longer interested in an 
anti-Soviet crusade. In the 1970s, 
Kissinger and Carter were seen in 
the Arab World as occupying 
centrist positions between Israel 
and toe Arabs. Exclusive Amer- 
ican mediation was therefore 
acceptable to both sides. 

Today, the United States is 
seen, quite accurately, as an ally 
of Israel. We Israelis, in contem- 


... the Israeli government and the PLO 
have passed each other on a moving 
escalator. The Khartoum negatives are 
being shed by the Palestinians, and are 
being taken over lock, stock and barrel in 
the policy and rhetoric of our prime 
minister’s office and the foreign ministry.” 


It is one thing to press the 
Palestinian leaders for constant 
and additional proof of sincerity. 
After all, it is they who by their 
past actions and statements have 
created a mountainous wall of 
scepticism. But to deny that toe 
rhetorical change has any sub- 
stantive weight at all would be 
irresponsible. How can one exalt 
the importance of rhetoric when 
it is violent and extremist, and 
assert that it has no importance 
when it comes down to earth and 
reflects a sober sense of reality? 


While the U.S. government has 
reacted to the PLO moves in a 
more balanced and lucid way 
than our own, it has not fully used 
the new opportunities. Once the 
United States took the dramatic 
step of accepting a Palestinian 
dialogue, it is hard to see toe 
sense of maintaining it on an 
artificially low level and frequen- 
cy. With all respect to the discus- 
sion of violent episodes, toe real 
value of the American role would 
lie in a detailed exploration of 
potential Palestinian attitudes on 
the structure and spirit of a peace 
settlement. 


Israel has come a long way, 
perhaps a longer way than the 
United States, since the days 
when it believed and hoped that 
there would be no Soviet pre- 
sence or activity in the Middle 
East. But a prolonged situation in 
which Soviet activity is more in- 
tense than that of toe United 
States does not serve any Middle 
Eastern interest. Further passage 
of time without a definition of 
United States attitudes and some 
indication of a possible American 
role can only compound a tension 
that is already too explosive for 
international comfort. 

Three months have passed 
since toe PLO leadership began 
to revise its rhetoric and ideolo- 
gy, and the process is still in 


motion. The starting point was a 
refusal to recognise Israel as a 


state in the Middle East; a policy 
of no peace, no recognition, no 
negotiation, no territorial bar- 


high Palestinian leader states that 
“neither the Israeli nor the 
Palestinian people can destroy 
each other and therefore the 
realistic solution is that we live 
side by side and walk the path of 
peace.” 

On the strength of the words 
alone, this is a more far-reaching 
transformation of ideology than 
any thing that has occurred in any 
Arab community. There is more 
specific commitment on the cen- 
tral issues of recognition , negotia- 
tion and peace than has been 
- expressed by any Arab authority, 
except Egypt In recent state- 
ments, the PLO spokesmen tend 
to respond to Israeli sensitivities 
by denying the principle of 
“stages,” asserting that the idea 
of “return” can be solved by 
compensation, and stressing that 
toe new language proceeds from 
“a strategic decision.' 1 

The immediate PLO aim was 


How can we ignore semantic 
changes which expose those who 
make them to physical danger of 
the kind which no Israeli politi- 
cian has ever incurred? Is it unim- 
portant that there is not a single 
government in the world, howev- 
er friendly to Israel, which 
accepts such a frivolous reaction 
to toe most tangental change ever 
made in a statement of Arab 
attitudes? 


But the most cogent indictment 
of our official responses to Arab 
developments lies in the realm of 
self-righteousness. The under- 
lying assumption has been that all 
eyes and ears should be fixed on 
Palestinian statements, with no 
parallel scrutiny of what is hap- 
pening on the Israeli side. For- 
ward movement in the enemy 
camp has been paralleled by 
backward movement in our own. 
They now agree to share territory 
and sovereignty with us. Our 
official position is that we claim 
100 per cent of both. 


The United States did do ser- 
vice to Israel by abstaining from 
this exploration for so long. Once 
Washington took its basic deri- 
sion to enter toe dialogue, with- 
drawal from it now would have 
very grave effects. It would 
generate despair of any possibil- 
ity of peace, remove the restrain- 
ing influence of America from the 
Middle Eastern scene, advance 
toe cause of radicalism and ex- 
tremism on both sides of the 
Palestinian-Israeli barricade. It 
would also contribute to the 
approach of a war which Israel 
would certainly win but which 
would leave behind the kind of 
havoc which only those who 
know about toe new weapons 
systems can appreciate. 


They speak of peace, recogni- 
tion, negotiation and acceptance 
of 242. Shamir denies that 242 has 
any relevant application to the 


The U.S. decision to hold a 
dialogue with the PLO was not 
taken for the sake of helping 
Israel, but the negative effects of 
an American withdrawal would 
be so serious that they deserve 
toe most careful and cool analy- 
sis. That Jewish organisations in 
the West refused to work for the 
wreckage of toe U.S.-PLO dia- 
logue gives us comforting assur- 
ance that they do not confuse 
solidarity with recklessness — 
The Jerusalem Post. 


Amazon issue brings nationalist backlash in Brazil 


By Stephen Powell 

Reuter 


S AO PAULO — Brazil's govern- 
ment, media and public are react- 
ing with strong nationalist feel- 
ings to intense foreign criticism 
over the destruction of Amazon 
forests. 

Brazilians are letting rip with 
robust inventive against fore- 
igners — especially the United 
States — who criticise the coun- 
try's stewardship of Amazonia. 

The international concern 
steins largely from scientists' 
fears that the widespread burning 
of Amazon forests could contri- 
bute to disastrous disruption of 
the planet's climate. 

Demagoguery of the Amer- 
icans and Europeans. They can 
go to the devil.” toe governor of 
Sao Paulo state, Orestes Quercia, 
said in a comment typical of 
many. 

The army minister. General 
Leonidas Pires Goncalves, 
charged in February that the in- 
ternational pressures were being 
orchestrated by "false ecolog- 
ists." 

The general said toe objective 
was "internationalisation of the 
whole of the Amazon." 

The military have long feared 
that foreigners wish to wrest con- 
trol of the vast mineral-rich re- 
gion away from Brazil. 

Political analysts say this fear is 
at toe root of the government's 
staunch refusal to entertain any 
idea of so-called debt-for-nature 
swaps, in which foreign debt is 
forgiven in exchange for pledges 
to protect the environment. 

Brazil is toe Third World's 
biggest debtor, owing SI 15 bil- 
lion. 

Debt-for-nature swaps have 
been advocated for years by en- 
vironmental groups and have 
taken place in several countries. 

The novelist said in the news- 
paper O Estado de Sao Paulo that 
the Dutch were “old pirates of 
toe seven seas, who always re- 
vealed themselves to be toe worst 
colonisers in the world.” 

She then tackled toe United 
States. 

“The Americans, my God what 
right do they have to censure toe 
ecological treatment given to na- 
ture?" she asked. 

“Who was it who invented and 
used toe most potent exterminat- 
ing agent conceived by toe human 
mind: The atomic bomb? 

And who used napalm and 


other chemical agents to destroy 
forests in the Vietnam war?" 

The government, too, has 
strongly pushed the idea that 
developed nations are worse en- 
vironmental offenders than 
Brazil. 

“They are the worst plunder- 
ers. They discharge their wastes 
into the atmosphere, damaging 
toe ozone layer, and they still 
stockpile nuclear arms which can 
destroy humanity two or three 
times over," Samey said in Brasi- 
lia on February 27. 

Brazilian press criticism of the 
United States reached a peak at 
toe end of February, after reports 
from Tokyo that President Bush 
had asked Japanese authorities 
not to lend money to Brazil to 
build a road through to Peru. 

This project is given high prior- 
ity by Brazil, which says it will 


provide toft country with a road 
link to the Pacific and cut the 
trade route to Japan by 12,000 
kilometres. 

Leading environmentalists 
such as Thomas Lovejoy of 
Washington’s Smithsonian In- 
stitution say the road would be 
toe beginning of the end for 
Amazonia. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Brasilia said be could not confirm 
that Bush had made this request 
concerning the road. But the re- 
ports made frontpage headlines 
in Brazil. 

Western governments have 
also taken up the idea and are 
now dangling before Brazil the 
carrot of debt reduction, in ex- 
change for better protection of 
the Amazon. 

The Brazilians have bluntly re- 
jected the idea. 


"There does not exist any in- 
ternational money which can buy 
one square meter of Brazilian 
Amazonian soil," President Jose 
Samey said in February. 

There is effectively no dialogue 
at present between Brazil and the 
developed nations on toe Ama- 
zon question. 

The government said Samey 
had decided not to go to a meet- 
ing in the Hague on March 11 on 
atmospheric pollution. . . 

Official sources said toe foreign 
ministry and toe military had 
persuaded Samey not to attend 
because his presence could bring 
further criticism of Brazil on en- 
vironmental issues. 

Brasilia's strategy is to streng- 
then the eight-nation Amazon 
pact organisation and to press toe 
argument that the region’s prob- 
lems are toe exclusive concern of 


Brazil. Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Surinam 
and Venezuela. 

Day after day the Brazilian 
press crow carries comment from 
leading citizens condemning fore- 
ign intervention in Amazonia. 

“It is a frenzy. The Brazilian 
press is running amok and so is 
toe Brazilian government.” said 
one Western diplomat who added 
that he had never seen such 
unanimity m. the country on any 
issue. 

One of Brazil's, best-known 
novelists, Rachel de Queiroz, re- 
cently wrote a blistering attack on 
- the United States and the Nether- 
lands, two countries where there 
is strong concern over the- rapid 
destruction of the world’s 
greatest rainforest. 

The respected Folha de Sao 
Paulo newspaper carried a page 


one report that pressures from 
abroad over Amazonia could 
push Brazil's military into de- 
veloping nuclear weapons. 

. Brazil's growing ecological 
movement is seeking to dampen 
the nationalist indignation in the 
country 

Despite the difficulties, Brazi- 
lian environmentalists say they 
are still battering away trying ro 
persuade toe government that 
there is a problem. 

Brazil's veteran environmental 
campaigner, Jose Lutzenberger, 
was asked recently if he some- 
times felt like giving up toe 
struggle. 

He replied: “Suppose you find 
yourself about 30 kilometres off 
the coast in shark-infested waters 
after a shipwreck. Your chances 
of reaching toe shore are practi- 
cally nil.do you stop swimming?" 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Gifts School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

h: 30-Midnight 

Tei 638968 


t 


• MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm avmy avalbUi 

Open daily! 2:00- 15-30 
18:00-11:30 . 


WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bndge 

Amman. Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 > 


/ CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka away unrka 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
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Special Executive Luncheon 

Take away service 
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Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7-30-tl .30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel;6S9519 659520 
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Devout Buddhist pilgrims praying in front of 
the Jokhang Temple. PQgrims are of all ages, 
all classes and all sexes. Holding their Hands 
above their bands is .part of the ritual. 


culminating in prostration, when the pilgrims 
lie on the ground as a part of their prayer 
ritual. 






Tibet fights for its identity 


Despite the harshness of the Chinese crackdown on Tibet, 
the landlocked region is in the midst of a religious and 
political ferment, as the age-old ideology of peaceful 
resistance confronts the youthful warriors of the Tibetan 
rights movement. 


By Miriam Banco 

LONDON — The recent death of 
the 50-year old “Living Buddha,” 
the Pancheu Lama, in Tibet 
marks the end of an era. For the 
Chinese now have no official 
Tibetan religious leader to 
negotiate with so that, in the 
words of one Western diplomat 
(bis death) “might cause com- 
plications in the recognition pro- 
cess.” 

Reflecting his importance 
among the Chinese authorities — 
the Panchen Lama was vice- 
chairman of the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress (China’s Parlia- 
ment), and as such the most 
senior Tibetan in the Chinese 
government. The official Xinhua 
news agency described Him as “a 
great patriot, noted - statesman, 
devoted friend of the Communist 


Party of China and outstanding 
leader of Tibetan Buddhism.” 

His sudden death throws into 
confusion China’s effort to woo 
the exiled Dalai Lama, deprives 
them of a credible ally in their 
sticky relations with the region 
and forces them to address the 
delicate question of who, if any- 
body, should succeed him? 

These are questions that are 
not easy to answer, particularly in 
the tense and ominous atmos- 
phere of Tibet’s most revered 
religious shrine, the Jokhang in 
Lhasa. Demonstrations at the 
shrine have become a regular 
feature; there have been some 60 
deaths during the past 16 months. 

International Human Rights 
Day (10 December) witnessed 16 
casualties as police fired hapha- 
zardly into a crowd of protestors 
and monks. 


Threatened unity 

The most recent demonstration 
in January, by students and 
teachers, called for official per- 
mission to stage the protests but 
did not include independence 
among the demands. It is a cri- 
minal offence to make demands 
that “theaten the unity of 
motherland.” The 200 to 300 
participants in the rallies per- 
suaded other demonstrators not 
to join in lest the police started 
shorting again. 

It was perhaps appropriate that 
the Pancheu Lama's final speech 
before his death contained one of 
his fiercest criticisms ever of Chi- 
na. He said that the benefits of 
Tibet's development during the 
last 30 years of communism had 
been outweighed by the price that 
bad been paid. His life and death 
however seem to cruelly confirm 
the twists and fates of Tibet's own 
recent history. 

Selected at the age of three as 
the tenth incarnation of a 16th 
century monk, his position was 


not formally approval by his su- 
periors in Lhasa until after the 
communist revolution in China 
and, even-then, after heavy hand- 
ed pressure from Peking. When 
he moved to take up official 
residence in Shigatse, the seat of 
the Panchen Lama in 1952, be 
was escorted there by the Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army. 

In a country that thrives on 
symbolism it is interesting to note 
that his death in Shigatse occur- 
red at the very spot where the 
mummified remains of his prede- 
cessors are preserved. Furth- 
ermore, he died of a heart attack 
after dedicating a new memorial 
hall to his predecessors, replacing 
one destroyed during the Cultural 
Revolution. 

Unlike bis superior the Dalai 
1 am a who fled into exile in Dhar- 
amsala in northern India in 1959, 
.the Pancheu Lama never quite 
broke with China and was in fact 
regarded by some as tainted by 
collaboration. 

However, he refused to de- 
nounce the Dalai Lama many 


Brazil: A fight 
for their rights 

People power helped Brazilian farmers win compensation 
when, in 1986, they were flooded out by one of Brazil's 
hundreds of new dams. Even the landless were promised 
land. But two years on, the dam operators stand accused of 
failing to stick to their agreements. 


By John Magratb 

ITAPARICA, Brazil — When 
Agimiro da Sousa, a 64-year-old 
Brazilian fanner, joined a de- 
monstration against a dam in 
December 1986, he did not know 
\ that be was about to make his- 
tory. All he knew was that his 
tenuous livelihood as a desperate- 
ly poor sharecropper, was about 
to be swept away by the waters of 
one of Brazil's most grandiose 
industrial projects, the Itaparica 
dam on the Sao Francisco River. 

For nine years the 40,000 peo- 
ple whose lands were to be 
flooded had negotiated in vain to 
be resettled ami given new irri- 
gated land. They were largely 
ignored by Itaparica’s builders, 
the 'government-controlled Sao 
Francisco Valley Hydro-Electric 
Company (CHESF). 

In December 1986, in despera- 
tion, da Sousa and 600 other men- 
and women occupied the nearly 
completed dam site. For a tense 
week they outfaced -riot police 
and stopped all construction 
work. 

The occupation, says da Sousa, 
brought together people who had 
nothing left to lose, and people 
who. stood to lose everything. 

Their peaceful protest aroused 
international concern. The World 
Bank insisted CHESF postpone 
the flooding. Under pressure, 
CHESF ' signed an agreement 
with', the- rural workers' repre- . 
sentatives: the company would 
irrigate, 20,000 hectares of land by 
July this year; build 5,000 new 
houses* with -schools and health 
posts; and provide each family 
with a salary until the land was 
productive, . 

-. World Bank loan 

The World Bank gave a loan of ■ 
$132 milli on with the Brazilian 
government providing the rest of 
the total resettlement costs of 
1303 million. 

It was probably an unpre- 
cedented victory .for . “people 
power,” . 

Today the land is flooded, and 
da Sousa and the other residents 
have moved into “agrovfllas,” 118 
-entirely new villages carved-out 
trf xbe bush . : 

However, they .still have no 
land to farm. Without irrigation 
the land is poor but their prom- 
ised plots have not been, demar- 
cated, cleared or irrigated. 

• Jaouario Da Oliveira, his agro- 
viBa’s representative in the focal-' 


Syndicate of Rural Workers, 
said: “We were not against de- 
velopment. Everyone needs elec- 
tricity. But we were against de- 
velopment which takes no 
account of people. It was a great 
victory. We have never heard 
anywhere else of landless people 
being promised land, homeless 
people given homes, and the 
wageless a salary. But until our 
plots are producing it can only be 
half a victory. So we must keep 
up our pressure on CHESF.” 

Da Sousa agrees. For him vic- 
tory was even sweeter because 
the agreement effectively created 
a land reform: all the people who 
worked the land received land, 
and not just the people who 
owned it. 

Da Sousa and his three sons 
were all landless sharecroppers, 
giving half of what they grew to 
their, “patron”... 

Now, two years on, pointing to 
his new house, and his carefully 
tended garden with a crop of 
huge watermelons, Agimiro is a 
proud man: “Look at this!” he 
laughs, “it feels like I’ve sold out 
to a politician before election 
time! It was worth a week looking 
down the barrel of a gun!” 

But a garden, and the small 
salary provided by CHESF, are 
hardly enough to provide for 
famil y needs. Each family is enti- 
tled to between 1.5 and 6 hectares 
of irrigated land. Now it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that even the 
more accessible agrovillas will re- 
ceive irrigation for another 12 
months and the- more outlying 
areas may have to wait two or 
even three years. 

Farmers determined 

Still buoyed up by their success 
at the occupation, and with a 
growing, confidence in the ( 
strength of their organisation, the 
fanners are determined to push 
CHESF at eveiy tarn to keep is 
promises. Bnt ironically, the 
completion of the dams means 
that they can no longer use the 
same effective tactics. Boredom, 
frustration and anger are com- 
mon feelings. 

Rahnundo Da Silva, who once 
bad a thriving market garden' 
growing tomatoes, onions, 
melons,' lemons and coconuts, 
says: “We.used to work all the 
tone. We used to start work at 4 
or 5 ajn. Here we still get up at 4 
or 5 a.m. but there's nothing to 
do.” 




^Look at this! I fed like I’ve sold out to a 
politician before election time.” — ex-share- 
cropper Agimiro de Sonsa celebrates a new 


house and garden and promise of his own 
land at Itaparica, Brazil. But will it be kept? 

Photo credit: John Magrath 


The new communities’ sense of 
isolation feeds the boredom and 
frustration. The agrovillas are in 
the middle of thick forest and 
scrub. Transport is poor and the 
infrequent buses often get stuck in 
the mud on the atrocious dirt roads. 
The CHESF-built schools still lack 
many desks, chairs and tables. 

CHESF says that individual plots 
will be demarcated within two or 
three months. But the fanners say 
that the back-breaking work of 
dealing the scrub is CHESFs re- 
sponsibility; preferably the com- 
pany can do it mechanically or it 
can pay them to do it by hand. So 
far CHESF shows no sign of doing 


either, and the fanners suspect the 
company is waiting to see if frustra- 
tion wil] induce formers to do the 
work on the cheap. 

CHESF is hastily building pump- 
ing stations and canals to carry 
irrigation water to the agrovillas, 
under the watchful eyes of rural 
workers' representatives. But the 
work is behind schedule. Until 
forced by world opinion, CHESF 
had no plans and no budget to 
resettle people. So everything was 
done at the last minute. Companies 
had to be selected to do the work, 
and the irrigation equipment had to 
be bought from abroad. 

The World Bank is nervous of 


its reputation and offidals are 
fully aware of the need to mom- 
tor progress closely to ensure that 
CHESF sticks to its side of the 
bargain. Officials say that if reset- 
tlement is successful it will reaf- 
firm the Bank’s reputation as an 
environmentally and socially re- 
sponsive institution. CHESF says 
resettlement has already been a 
success, and should serve as a 
model for future “great pro- 
jects.” 

The people of the agrovillas 
remain suspicious. To them suc- 
cess — their right to live as 
farmers once again — is not yet 
assured — Panos 


the reality of mass starvation 
caused by Peking’s drive to col- 
lectivise farming and wrote a long 
memorandum to Mao Zedong 
appealing for help. 

Abuses 


The present reopening of hun- 
dreds of monasteries and temples 
is to a large extent due to the 
Panchen Lama’s efforts. The 
Chinese are now pumping funds 
for the restoration of key Tibetan 
monuments, destroyed during the 
Cultural Revolution from 1966. 
Carpenters and masons were 
busily working in the Jokhang, up 
until the recent wave of unrest. 
The Jokhang, Tibet's holiest 
shrine, has teen the scene of 
recent shootings and the site for 
some of the worst abuses inflicted 
on the Tibetans. 

A temporary headquarters for 
the fanatic Red Guard factions, 
the Jokhang suffered heavy shell- 
ing and damage throughout the 
Chinese occupation, climaxing in 
its use as a pigsty by the Chinese. 
It was however at least preserved 
— a fate not shared by most of 
Tibet’s monasteries. Before the 
Cultural Revolution there were 
some 4,000 monasteries — after- 
wards, a mere handful in com- 
parison. 15 according to eyewit- 
ness estimates. 

Lhasa, called Throne of the 
Gods by devout Tibetans, was 
reduced to rubble as anything 
“from the past, ancient, tradi- 
tional'' was systematically des- 
troyed. Castles, historic buildings 
and monasteries were dismantled 
often by hand, and scriptures 
burned by revolutionary zealots 
who wanted to build a new era. 

As is so often the case, the past 
lives on in the present and the 
debate over who controls Tibet, 
who holds the reins of power and 
over the key issue of independ- 
ence goes on. In the search for 
compromise and the attempts at 
liv ing together, the struggle for 
daily life plods on as never be- 
fore, as economic and social reali- 
ties add yet another cause for 
concent in Tibet. 

The holy Jokhang still shows an 
astonishing display of religious 
devotion, of revelry, of pilgrims 
as it always did throughout 
Tibet's history: spinning prayer 
wheels, rosary beads, ornaments, 
prayer flags, the eternal hum of 
chanting voices and the over- 
whelming prostrations of ordin- 
ary people continue to this day, 
with a difference — the Jokhang 


times and he was deeply re- 
spected by Tibetans — a week 
before his death, 30,000 residents 
reportedly turned out when he 
opened the Great Stupa at the 
Pashi Lhunpo Lamasery. 

His life was a parody of the ups 
and downs of China’s own rap- 
port with Tibet, for the Panchen 
Lama fell into an uneasy alliance 
with the Chinese seeking to con- 
trol Tibet. After taking over from 
the Dalai Lama in 1959 as chair- 
man of the Chinese-appointed 
ruling committee, he won favour 
among his countrymen by press- 
ing Paking to restore sacred 
buildings damaged by Chinese 
troops in the 1959 rebellion. 

He then went to Peking con- 
vinced of Chinese goodwill but 
was rewarded with a resounding 
rebuff. 

On his return Chinese troops 
surrounded his Tasilhumpo 
monastery, seizing some 4,000 
monks, executing several and 
sending many of the rest to 
labour camps. Shocked by this 
show of raw force he awoke to 





V. * ■* ni .... 







Buddhist monks in a philosophical discussion on the ground 
level of the holiest of Tibet’s shrines, the Jokhang Temple, 
Lhasa. Note the splendid gold ornaments of the roof — 
Buddhist symbols including the Wheel of Dharma in centre. 


has become once again the scene 
of some of the bloodiest and most 
savage confrontations in recent 
months. 

It is against such a background 
of extremities — of religious de- 
votion and the hardfisted iron 
rule of the Chinese that the Pan- 
chen Lama, as so many other 
sympathisers of Tibet's plight. 


fought for peace. In the past year 
the Panchen Lama voiced grow- 
ing frustration with both hard- 
line Chinese officials who saw 
force as the only way to maintain 
order in Tibet and the Tibetan 
militants who increasingly saw 
force as the only way to ensure 
the freedoms he' tried to obtain. 
— Academic File. 


Barcelona cleans up, builds 
for the 1992 Olympics 


By Anya Scbiffrin 

■ Reuters 

BARCELONA — From its 
mediaeval quarter to the 20th- 
century industrial sprawl on its 
outskirts, Barcelona is changing 
its face for the 1992 Olympic 
games. 

Spain’s second city, a 
Mediterranean port and the cen- 
tre of Catalan regional industry, 
needs not just new sports facili- 
ties but the infrastructure to cope 
with an onslaught of visitors. 

It hopes the improvements can 
be put to good use after 1992. 

As well as putting up new 
buildings, local authorities are 
encouraging a deao-up in dilapi- 
dated parts of the old city centre 
in a scheme dubbed “ posa't 
guapa” or “make it beautiful.” 

Barcelona . is famed for its 
array of architectural styles in- 
cluding the elegant ramblas, a 
long tree-lined avenue dotted 
with flower stalls which inhabi- 
tants call the “most beautiful 
street in the world.” 

But it has also suffered the 
inner-city decay common to many 
big European cities. 

“The projects will radically 
change the image of Barcelona,” 
said Antoni LJagosters of the 
Municipal Institute of Urbanisa- 
tion (IMPU), which with the 
national government, regional 
government and private business 
is funding proposed develop- 
ments. 

“We are really using 1992 as a 
pretext for a lot of new construc- 
tion,” Llagosters told Reuters. 

Projects include the Olympic 
village, which will house 15,000 
athletes, recovering 4 kilometres 
of previously unused land by the 
sea and creating a new park and 
residential neighbourhood for af- 
ter the Olympics. 

A new ring road is to connect 
Olympic facilities, and port au- 
thorities are planning a rede- 
velopment of the port area, in- 
cluding a shopping arcade, new 
docks for passenger ships and an 


area for water sports. 

Total costs for the Olympic 
village, road and work on the 
port are estimated at around 
SI. 18 billion. 

-Other plans include an exten- 
sion to the airport and an under- 
ground railway line to the main 
area where the Olympic events 
will be staged. 

The “make it beautiful" 
scheme hopes to put a shine on 
buildings in the old quarter, a 
working class, low-income neigh- 
bourhood which is also home to 
the port’s red light district and the 
centre of a thriving heroin trade. 

“The city authorities are 
offering subsidies for clean- 
ing facades, paying part of 
the costs for bar owners 
wanting to modernise old- 
fashioned toilets, and asking 
residents to replace broken 
window frames and deco- 
rate their balconies with 
flowers. 

Shop-owners are being 
asked to replace unsightly 
signs and old awnings. 

The town hall says it has 
already had 19,000 in- 
quiries over its special 
‘make it beautiful’ tele- 
phone line for the scheme, 
financed partly by the au- 
thorities and partly by pri- 
vate business.” 

“By 1992 we will have a re- 
newed old city, a fantastic quar- 
ter,” said Joan Clos, city council- 
lor for the old quarter. 

“We will be improving the 
quality of the urban life and that 
will be sufficient to involve the 
private sector in producing homes 
which are a little better than what 
we have now but which won't be 
much more expensive than the 
average rents in the area.” 

Subsidies 

The city authorities are offer- 


ing subsidies for cleaning facades, 
paying part of the costs for bar 
owners wanting to modernise old- 
fashioned toilets, and asking resi- 
dents to replace broken window 
frames and decorate their balco- 
nies with flowers. 

Shop-owners are being asked 
to replace unsightly signs 'and old 
awnings. 

The town hall says it has 
already had 19,000 inquiries over 
its special “make it beautiful" 
telephone line for the scheme, 
financed partly by the authorities 
and partly by private business. 

A flower company sold nearly a 
million trays of flowers for small 
balconies at a subsidised price of 
$4 each last year. 

But the projects are not with- 
out problems. 

Miguel Abad, chairman of the 
Barcelona Olympic Committee, 
said sports facilities would all be 
finished on lime. 

But on some other plans, the 
question of how to diride funding 
between the regional and nation- 
al governments and private busi- 
ness has not yet been sorted out. 

“If the funding of the construc- 
tion is not resolved by April 1989 
it is more than likely that we will 
be off schedule for 1992,” said 
Barcelona Mayor Pasqual Mara- 
gall. 

Another problem is the fears of 
residents who believe smartening 
up the old city could drive up the 
rents and push ordinary people 
out. 

“They say they want to re- 
juvenate our neighbourhood but 
prices have already gone up and 
this is a working class neighbour- 
hood where people have few re- 
sources,” complained Josep Gar- 
da, President of the Neighbour- 
hoods Assodation of Raval, in 
the heart of the old dty. 

“If they are going to expel 
people from Raval that is un- 
acceptable — we will rise up, take 
to the streets and confront the 
dty hall. Because we have one 
thing they don’t, the respect of 
the community.” 
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Soviet officials pledge to cooperate 
closely with other oil producers 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union is prepared to 
cooperate with other oil producers in curbing output 
to support world oil prices, Soviet officials said 
Monday. 


On Friday the official TASS 
news agency reported that the 
Soviet Union, the world's biggest 
oil producer, would reduce out- 
put in the first half of 1989 
Yevgeny Karchevsky, an oil 
industry ministry official, said the 
five per cent cut in hard currency 
exports amounted to about 
100,000 barrels daily. 

The cuts, marking the first time 
that Moscow has taken measures 
to support OPEC, do not affect 
oil shipped to the Soviet Union's 
East Bloc allies. 

Oil Industry Minister Vasili 
Dinkov told reporters at a news 
conference Monday the Soviet 
Union would pursue its contacts 
with the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries . 
(OPEC) and other non-OPEC 
producers to maintain stable oil 
prices. 

Grant Margulov, a senior offi- 
cial at the government's Bureau 
for the Fuel and Power Indus- 
tries. added at the news confer- 


ence that the Soyiet Union" 
shared the concerns of other pro- 
ducers." 

"We are prepared to engage in 
close cooperation," Margulov 
said. "We have taken this deci- 
sion for the first half of the year. 
The future will show whether we 
will, maintain tins sort of coop- 
eration.” 

The Soviet Union sent obser- 
vers to a meeting of non-OPEC 
experts in London last month 
where six nations — Egypt, 
Oman, China, North Yemen, 
Mexico, and Malaysia — agreed 
to cut exports by five per cent to 
support OPEC’s efforts to buoy 
world prices. 

The reductions would not apply 
either to existing contracts or to 
those involving Eastern Europe, 
which tended to be carried out 
over long periods of time. 

He said oil production for 1988 
stood at 624 million tonnes.' the 
same as in the previous year, and 
plans called for production to be 


Bundesbank signals halt 
to rises in interest rates 


FRANKFURT (R) — West Ger- 
man monetary authorities Tues- 
day signalled a halt to a recent 
sharp rise in interest rates in a 
move apparently designed to 
calm jittery financial markets. 

The Bundesbank said it would 
inject new funds into the domes- 
tic money market at 5.8 per cent 
from Wednesday in an agreement 
lasting 35 days’ 

That was 0.2 percentage points 
below its Lombard rate — an 
emergency funding facility from 
the central bank to commercial 
banks — and well below the 6.5 
per cent peak for overnight funds 
last week. 

It was the first time since Jan. 
1 1 that the Bundesbank had set a 
new fixed-rate render for a secur- 
ities repurchase (Repo) agree- 
ment, its main instrument for 
steering the money market and 
short-term interest rates. The 
Jan. 11 pact was for 28 days at 
five per cent. 

• -Traders said the move had de- 
fused concern that the central 
bank was about to squeeze credit 
further in its drive to fight infla- 
tion and dampen consumer 
spending. 

"The reaction was positive,” 
said one money market dealer. 
"It was a relief and a sign that 
interest rates have peaked." 

The move triggered a sharp rise 
in the dollar as currency traders 


switched funds out of the Deuts- 
cbemark, but the recently de- 
pressed West German share mar- 
ket failed to respond to the pros- 
pect steadier interest rates. 

The cost of day-to-day funds in 
the money market did. however, 
retreat. 


Call money slipped to 5.85 per 
cent after the tender news, from 
5.9 Monday and last week's highs 
of 6.5 per cent. The fixed 5.8 per 
cent Repo rate was sharply lower 
than the average 6.425 per cent 
allocated on a 35-day pact last 
week. 

Ulrich Hombrecher, eco- 
nomist at Westdeutsche Land- 
esbank-Girozentrale, said the 
Bundesbank move appeared 
aimed at calming nervous mar- 
kets after lasting speculation that 
the Bundesbank would raise its 
six per cent Lombard rate. 

“Lt is a clear sign we cannot 
reckon with a rate rise in the 
foreseeable future," he said. 
"The Bundesbank wants to wait 
and see how money growth reacts 
to the measures taken so far." 

The Bundesbank raised key 
interest rates by half a percentage 
point on Jan. 20, bringing the 
discount rate to four per cent and 
rhe Lombard rate to six per cent. 
Four weeks earlier it raised the 
Lombard rate from five to 5.5 per 
cent. 


Report outlines 
in industrial countries 


WASHINGTON (R) — The in- 
flation rate in industrial nations 
rose for the second year in a row 
in. 1988, the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) has said in a 
report. 

The agency said the 1988 infla- 
tion rate in the world's industrial 
nations was 3.3 per cent, up from 
2.9 per cent in I9S7 but still well 
below the 1970-1985 average 
annual rate of 7.S per cent. 

Inflation rates increased in the 
United States (4.0 per cent, com- 
pared with 3.6 per cent in 1987). 
West Germany (1.2 per cent, 
compared with 0.3 per cent), and 
Japan (0.7 per cent, compared 
with 0.0 per cent). 

Inflation rates declined in 
France (2.7 per cent, compared 
with 3.3 per cent in 1987) and 
Canada (4.0 per cent, compared 


with 4.4 per cent). 

Annual data were unavailable 
for Italy and the United King- 
dom, IMF said. It said 1988 infla- 
tion rates had been running 
ahead of the 1987 pace in both 
countries. 


Inflation rates in other nations 
recording an increase in 1988 
were: Iceland, 24.7 percent: New 
Zealand. 10.5 per cent; Sweden, 
5-8 per cent; Denmark, 4.6 per 
cent; Austria, 1.9 per cent; 
Switzerland. 1.9 per cent and the 
Netherlands. 0.8 per cent. 

Inflation rates in nations re- 
cording decreases were: Norway. 
6.7 per cent; Spain, 4.8 per cent 
and Belgium. 1.2 per cent. 

Annual data were unavailable 
for Australia. Finland, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. 
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maintained at abont the same 
level. 

Soviet economists, he said, 
viewed a price of about $20 a 
barrel as sufficient to make pro- 
duction viable at all known de- 
posits. 

"With higher prices, we could 
start looking at more remote 
areas' where high investment on 
infrastructure would be re- 
quired," he said. 

Margulov acknowledged, 
however, that equipment and 
operating procedures had to 
undergo considerable change in 
regions where conditions were 
difficult. 

“In remote areas, we need 
fundamental change, otherwise 
production will decline," be said. 

Pravda denounces Gosagro- 
prom as bureaucratic monster 

Meanwhile, Pravda Monday 
denounced the super-ministry 
Gosagroprom as a bureaucratic 
monster whose policies were 
“torturing” Soviet farmers, in- 
dicating it could be axed at Com- 
munist Party talks next week on 
agriculture. 

Six ministries covering every- 
thing from farming to food pro- 
cessing and tractor repairs were 
merged into one super-ministry in 
1985 as part of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s attempts to streamline 
agrarian bureaucracy. 

But the Communist Party daily 
said the attempt had failed. 

*‘We didn't destroy bureaucra- 
cy, but to the contrary streng- 
thened it,” Pravda complained. 
“We have created an impregn- 
able bastion of bureaucracy in the 
countryside." 

"It seems that Gosagroprom is 
not going to part with the accu- 
mulation of absurdities which 
have been torturing the fanning 
villages for decades,” it added. 


In the meantime, Pravda said, 
there has been no improvement 
in the Soviet Union's food supp- 
ly, which Gorbachev recently said 
was tbe country's most important 
task. 

“Cheerless shops, a rationing 
system in many regions of tbe 
country, one-third of the harvest 
rotting, these are the realities," 
the article, written by Vladimir 
Somov, deputy chief of Pravda’s 
agricultural department, said. 

The acknowledgement in the 
party's official newspaper that 
Gosagroprom was a failure indi- 
cated it could get the ax when the 
Co mmunis t Party Central Com- 
mittee meets to discuss agrarian 
reforms on March 15-16. 

Pravda quoted a recent district 
paFty resolution from tbe 
Ukraine as calling for Gosagrop- 
rom to be dismantled, and it said 
many fanners wanted less med- 
dling in their duties. 

'"Give us resources and don’t 
interfere with out work’ this is 
what we hear more and more 
often from rural leaders.” 

Pravda said last month that a 
"resolute reconstruction” of eco- 
nomic relations and management 
in the agro-industrial complex 
was one issue in a three-point 
programme to be considered at 
the Central Committee’s plenary 
session. 

But the Communist Party’s rul- 
ing Politburo last week failed to 
agree on an agenda for tbe ple- 
num, indicating a serious split 
among Soviet leaders on the fu- 
ture of the farm system. 

The split had already become 
obvious from recent public re- 
marks of conservative agriculture 
chief Yegor LJgachev. who open- 
ly challenged Gorbachev’s re- 
forms by pledging to maintain 
loss-making collective and state 
farms. 


For many months Gorbachev 
has been tailing for a complete 
reorganisation of Soviet agricul- 
ture in an apparent reversal of the 
long-standing collective form 
polity. 

He has given strong backing to 
recently intrdduced schemes to 
lease land to peasants for up to 50 
years and complained the farm 
management structure is out- 
dated and bureaucratic. 

Pravda said Gosagroprom 
oversees about two million peo- 
ple at collective and state forms, 
in addition to 200,000 workers at 
regional levels and 4,500 em- 
ployees in Moscow. 

"Experts have counted that 
orders from the chairman of 
Gosagroprom reaches collective 
farms through 32 levels, each of 
which signs and duplicates it. The 
best idea is unlikely to come 
through this bureaucratic density 
without losing its foce” it noted. 

The prices of farm machinery, 
fertilizer and materials, mean- 
while, are shooting up, services 
and repairs are getting worse, and 
government purchase prices for 
agricultural produce remain un- 
justly low, Pravda said. 

"Practically all the surplus 
grain is being taken away from 
state and collective farms, as in 
tbe notorious years of the surplus 
appropriation system," it said, 
referring to economic policies 
during tile 1918-21 civil war. 

As a better way of organising 
farming. Pravda named an exam- 
ple from the Tula region. 200 
kilometres south of Moscow, 
which Gorbachev also has praised 
as exemplary. 

There, state and collective 
farms have formed a voluntary 
association to create joint ser- 
vices and managerial bodies, re- 
placing Gosagroprom and assign- 
ing many tasks to cooperatives. 


Eastern suspends most operations, 
lays off about 5,000 employees 


MIAMI (R) — Eastern Airlines, 
fighting a losing battle to keep 
even a skeleton fleet flying in tbe 
face of a crippling strike, has 
halted nearly all of its flights and 
laid off more than 5.000 non- 
union workers. 


Eastern officials blamed the 
cutbacks on the airline’s 3.400 
unionised pilots, who they ac- 
cused in a federal lawsuit of mount- 
ing an illegal walkout in sympathy 
with a three-day-old machinists 
strike. 

"Eastern is reducing the airline 
starting immediately,” spokes- 
man Robin Matell told reporters. 
"We cannot afford this kind of 
financial drain.” 


Matell said Eastern, which 
operated Monday at less than 10 
per cent of its normal schedule of 
1,000 daily flights, would con- 
tinue only its profitable northeast 
shuttle and three weekly round- 


trip flights between Miami, 
Argentina and Chile. The layoffs 
reduce its active work force to 
8,000 employees. 

The action was Eastern’s most 
dramatic admission of failure 
since its- 8.500 mechanics and 
baggage handlers went on strike 
Saturday in a 1 dispute over the 
airline's demands for $125 million 
in wage concessions. Nearly all of 
Eastern's pilots and flight atten- 
dants refused to cross the machin- 
ists’ picket lines. 

“You can’t run an airline with- 
out pilots, said Matell, adding 
that the airline considered the 
reductions temporary. 

Financial analysts said the cut- 
backs bring the Texas Air Corp 
subsidiary a step closer to bank- 
ruptcy. an option Eastern offi- 
cials insist is not under considera- 
tion. Before the strike. Eastern 
was the seventh largest U.S. air- 


line. 

Fallout from Eastern’s labour 
dispute could spread to other 
major airlines as tbe Air Line 
Pilots Association (ALPA) bas 
ordered its 41.000 member-pilots 
to begin an industry-wide slow- 
down. 

A federal jndgt-in Miami sdie- 
duled a hearing for Wednesday to 
consider Eastern's request for a 
court order forcing its pilots to 
return to work. 

Eastern officials, convinced 
they can break the strike if 
enough pilots cross the picket 
lines, have accused the pilots 
union of conducting an illegal 
strike aimed at destroying the 
60-year-old airline. 

But pilots union leaders said 
their walkout was legal and they 
pledged to continue supporting 
the striking machinists. 

Eastern has lost $1 billion over 
the past decade. 


Mercedes unveils new sports car, 
hopes to improve flagging image 


GENEVA (R) — West German 
luxury car makeT Mercedes- 
Benz, losing sales in its most 
important markets. Monday un- 
veiled a sports car which it hopes 
will reestablish its reputation as a 
leader in technology and design. 

The two-seater convertible SL 
made its debut to the press in 
Geneva ahead of the prestigious 
59th Geneva International Motor 
Show which opens March 9. 

Powered by a choice of three- 
litre six-cylinder engines or a five- 


litre V8. the new SL is packed 
with the latest technological gim- 
mickry. Prices start at around 
$68,000. 

It has an automatic roll-over 
bar stored behind the seats. 
When the car’s computer senses 
that an accident is about to hap- 
pen, the roll-over bar is automati- 
cally triggered. 

"Within 0.3 seconds — the 
time it takes to Wink — the 
roll-over bar self-acii vales and 
locks into an upright position to 


DECENT APT. FOR RENT 


Furnished or unfurnished 4-bedroom apt., 2nd floor. 350 sq.m., 
large kitchen, laundry room, spacious salons, 4 verandas, 
independent utilities (water, electricity & fuel), beautiful view, 
foreigner neighbourhood. European style furniture. 

Nice location in Sweifiyeh. 


For more information, please call tei. 817960 (any time). 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

I A leading company in Amman requires the ser- 
1 vices of a computer programmer, holding BSC. in 
I programming and data base. 

§§ Applicants should have at least five-year experi- 
ence in this field and enough knowledge in 
■ finance and accounting for working as: 

MENTOR ADDS 
(PICK/OPERATING SYSTEM) 


Those who are qualified and want to apply 
can call The Jordan Computer Trading Co. 

- Prince Mohammad Str., telephone No.| 
643896/645581 for an appointment and| 
should bring their Scientific and experi-ii 


ence certificates and a recent personal 


photo. 


protect the occupants." Mercedes 
said. 

The roll-over bar. which is hid- 
den to improve the car’s looks, 
can also be raised at tbe touch of 
a button. 

The suspension is also control- 
led by the computer, changing 
the degree of firmness depending 
on road conditions, (f the road is 
straight the suspension softens, if 
the car senses a curve it stiffens. 
When tbe car exceeds 75 miles 
per hour (120 kph) it is automati- 
cally lowered. 

Mercedes, a subsidiary of West 
Germany's largest company, 
Daimler-Benz A.G., has been 
making SL sports cars since the 
1954 debut of the so-called "Gull 
Wing". 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, gweifleh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Expert analyses 
food supplies 


WASHINGTON (AP) — No 
doubt that last year’s yield- 
shriveling drought in North Afri- 
ca had much to do with the sharp 
decline in world grain supplies, 
but an U.S. Agriculture Depart- 
ment economist says that U.S. 
domestic farm polity also played 
an important role. 

Frederic Surfs of the depart- 
ment's Economic Research Ser- 
vice said last summer’s drought 
“abruptly changed tbe world 
grain situation” after a decade of 
surplus and low prices to a period 
of tight supplies and rising prices. 

“Part of the drop in world 
stocks over the last two years was 
intentional.” he said. “Produc- 
tion consistently exceeded con- 
sumption through most of tbe 
1980s. Two years ago, world and 
U.S. stocks reached a record 
both in total and in relation to 
use. A major concern at that time 
was to balance supply and use by 
stimulating consumption and dis- 
couraging production.” 


As part of the answer, the 
United States took large amounts 
of cropland from production 
Wheat fanners, for example, bad 
to idle 27.5 per cent of their base 
acreage for both the 1987 and 
1988 crops in order to qualify for 
government supports. 

Larger reductions also applied 
to com and other “coarse’’ 
grains. The conservation reserve 
programme, aimed at idling up to 
45 million acres (18 million hec- 
tares) of fragile cropland by the 
end of 1990, also took huge bites. 

Mainly as a result of these 
government actions and lower 
prices, there was a 14 per cent 
drop in the acreage planted to 
wheat and coarse grains between 
1986 and 1988. Surfs said in the 
March issue of Agricultural Out- 
look magazine. 

“At the same time, low world 
prices discouraged production in 
other exporting countries, parti- 
cularly Argentina, Australia and 
Canada,” he said. “So competi- 
tor production also levelled off, 
and foreign stocks, which were 
near a record at the end of 

1986- 87, began to drop during 

1987- 88." 


Surfs said that at this point 
there was "an additional and 
dramatic role" by the weather. 

“In 1987, a poor monsoon in 
Asia sharply lowered world rice 
stocks," he said. “Record 
drought in North Africa in 1988 
was responsible for a. sharp draw- 
down of . wheat and coarse grain 
stocks.” : 

But Surfs added: “There were 
no serious crop setbacks in most 
of the rest of tbe world and 
foreign grain consumption in- 
creased despite tighter exporter 
supplies.” 

World grain stocks at the end 
of the 1988-89 season are ex- 
pected to be down 30 per cent 
from a year ago to 279 million 
tonnes, the lowest in more than a 
decade. Most of the decline is in 
the United States, which held an 
average of 34 per cent of the 
world’s total between 1977 and 
1987. 


Just two years ago, the United 
States' grain inventory was a re- 
cord 204 million tonnes, or 45 per 
cent of the world's total. By the 
end of this year, the U.S. will 
hold only 74 million tonnes, or 27 
per cent of the total. Foreign 
stocks are down, too. but their 
decline has been much smaller. 

Surls said the current situation 
in some ways is similar to 1972- 
73. But that was when the Soviet 
Union came into the U.S. market 
in a big way, and the drop in 
stockpiles was due to exports, not 
production shortfalls. 

"Tbe dramatic growth of con- 
sumption and depletion of world 
stocks (in the early 1970s) created 
widespread pessimism about the 
world’s ability to feed itself." he 
said. "Projections of long-term 
chronic shortages and higher 
prices became common." 

But grain production surged 
back, inventories grew again, and 
real prices “resumed their long- 
term decline," Surfs said. Atten- 
tion then returned to the excess 
capacity of U.S. and world agri- 
culture. 


OFFER FOR 
HAPPINESS 


This Path bring happiness, 
contentment and health. It is 
the Path within to God, the 
cosmic consciousness. 


Free information is avail- 
able in different lan- 
guages: UNIVERSELLES 
LEBEN, Dept F, P.O. Box 
5843, D-8700 Wuerzburg, 
West-Germany. 


WANTED 


A female guide needed for a U.S. visit and tour. 


Contact: Tel: “667656” between 5:00 pjn. 
and 8:30 p.m. 
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Saudis express interest in 
buying Irish refinery 


DUBLIN (R) — Saudi Arabians 
have expressed interest in buying 
Ireland’s only oil refinery, 
already the subject of talks with a 
Nigerian group, an energy de- 
partment spokeswoman said 
Tuesday. 

The 2.7 million-tonne-a-year 
capacity refinery at Wbitegate in 
Cork Harbour and an adjoining 
storage depot are valued at 
around $200 million. 

“Energy ■ Minister Michael 
Smith believes the more competi- 
tion to buy Wbitegate, the better 
the outcome for the state," the 
spokeswoman said. 


The Nigerian proposal to take 
over Wbitegate and the 1.2-mil- 
Jion-tonne capacity Whiddy is- 
land storage depot was first 
mooted in 1987. 


The energy department 
spokeswoman said: “Approaches 
have been made by a number of 
interested parties in the interna- 
tional oil market including some 
operating out of Saudia Arabia.” 

“A Nigerian consortium, in- 
volving Japanese, French and Ita- 
lian interests, is still involved in 
talks. Negotiations are all at a 
preliminary stage," she added. 


Kuwait awards Mitsubishi 
$1 billion power contract 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
awarded the Japanese Mitsubishi 
Company a new project to con- 
struct a power station to supply 
Kuwait with electricity starting in 
1993. • 

The 304-millioc-dinar ($1 bil- 
lion) contract was signed by 
Kuwait’s Electricity, and Water 
Minister Hamoud Abdulla AJ 
Raqba with the company repre- 
sentatives in Kuwait Monday. 

The Kuwait News Agency 
quoted Raqba as saying after 
signing the contract tbe station 


would have a total capacity of 
2400 megawatt to meet Kuwaiti 
development plans until the year 
2000. 

Raqba said the station would 
supply the new city of Sabiya — a 
development scheme on the edge 
of the former Iran-Iraq warfront. 
where Kuwait is planning to 
move its university. 

The Kuwaiti cabinet recently 
approved plans to build the city 
which will cost several billion 
dollars and link it to the capital by 
a causeway across Kuwait bay. 


U.S. 


preparing 


new world debt plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Treasury Department is pre- 
paring a plan to encourage com- 
mercial banks to forgive part of the 
debt owed to them by underde- 
veloped countries, the Washing- 
ton Post said Tuesday. 

The plan is a response to new 
concern about debt problems in 
Latin America which arose even 
before recent austerity-related 
riots in Venezuela, the paper 
said. 

It is essentially an extension of 
the plan proposed by Secretary of 
State James Baker when he was 
former President Ronald 
Reagan’s treasury secretary. 

But the new plan would 
emphasise forgiving debt rather 
than encouraging banks to 


approve new loans to indebted 
countries, although new lending 
might also be encouraged. 

Commercial banks would be 
urged to swap part of tile debt 
owed to them by developing 
countries for the countries' 
bonds. 

Banks did not respond enthu- 
siastically to such a swap plan for 
Mexico in 1987 but treasury offi-1 
dais are leaning toward using 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank resources to make 
the countries' bonds more attrac- 
tive to the banks, the newspaper; 
said. 

It said details were not clear 
because the Treasury Depart- 
ment was still developing the 
plan. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, March 7, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


ScD 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcmschcmaric 
Swiss franc 


Buy 

538.0 542.0 

924.3 934.4 

289.3 292.7 
338.6 342.5 


French franc 85.2 

Japanese yen (for 100) 416.3 

Dutch guilder 256.4 

Swedish crown 84.5 

Italian Hra (for 100) 39.4 

Belgian franc (for loj 138.1 


86 .] 

421.8 
259.3 

85.4 

39.8 
139.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currendes and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 

1.7230/26 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.950/60 

Canadian dollar 


1.8560/70 

Deutschemarks 


2.0940/60 

Dutch guilders 


1.586070 

Swiss francs 


38.90/93 

Belgian francs 


6.5330/80 

French francs 


1364/65 

Italian lire 


128.80/90 

Japanese yen 


6.530/80 

Swedish crowns 


6.7590/7640 

Norwegian crowns 


7.2310/60 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

3S6.635/386.075 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Australian equities slipped lower by the close as 
overseas buying dried up and interest rate fears returned. The All 
Ordinaries Index lost 4.7 points to 1.508.2. 

TOKYO — Shares fell in early trade on the widening recruit 
scandal but cheap prices attracted bargain hunters and the Nikkei 
Share Index ended at 31.937.94. a 61.08 point gain. ‘'7716 overall 
market mood is not good.” said Masaharu Sakudo. managing 
director at Tachibana Securities Co. Ltd. 


HONG KONG — A volatile session saw the Hang Seng Index 
move in a 35-point range and close 21.73 up at 3,080.68. just off 
the day’s hieh. 


SINGAPORE — Share prices rose across the board on bargain 


hunting and short covering in fairly active trading, dealers said. 
The Straits Times Industrial Index gained 12.53 points to 


1,132.44. 


BOMBAY— Share prices rebounded strongly in active trading on 
heavy institutional and upcountry buying. 


FRANKFURT — Shares defied dealers' positive projections amid 
uncertainly about the outcome of Sunday's local erections in 
Hesse. The Dax Index ended at 1,324.06, down I.fl per cent from 
Monday, 

ZURICH — Prices edged lower from a firm opening to close 
mixed in active trading on profit taking. The All-Share Index 
shed 0.8 point to close at 984.2. 

PARIS — French share prices were off highs in quiet trading, with 
luxury goods group LVMH sharply off on profit-taking. The 
50- share price indicator was up 0.50 per cent at around 1200 
GMT. 


LONDON — Early gams in share prices were cut back* sharply in 
the afternoon after profit-taking and a retreat on Wall Street. By 
1547 GMT the FTSE 100 index was up 13.3 points to 2,086.1. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips remained weaker but were above their 
early lows in quiet trading. U.S. bond prices eased and T-bill rates 
gained. The Dow was off five at 2290 after falling to 2286. 







Bird flutters on court 
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■BROOKLINE, Massachusetts 
/AP) — Basketball star Lany Bird 
began a critical week ofpractices 
by scrimmaging for 45 minutes 
with his Boston .Cehies* team- 
mates Monday.'. 

He seemed rusty,. tired and at 
least several weeks away from 
playing in a. National Basketball 
Association- game.- 

-Bird, sidelined since he had 
bone' spurs removed from both 
beeis Nov, 19, took part in all the 
drills (faring the one-hour, 45 
practise and then shot baskets for 
about 15 minutes after practice. 

With tbeir next two game; at 
home .against Chicago Wednes- 
day night and Dexnrer Sunday 
afternoon, the Celtics play to 
take advantage of the light scbel- 
duJe to practice on their days off. 

"It's an opportunity to get Lar- 
ry involved,” Boston coach Jim- 
my Rodgers said. “At least we’ve- 
got some back-to-back practices 
Jo look at.” 

The star forward firet practiced 
with his teammates Feb. 27 and 
complained afterward that his 
right heel hurt him. It was better 
then following day, but be didn’t 
practice with the team then. 

M I have no idea,” Rodgers said 
Monday when asked to estimate 
the earliest Bird might return to 
action. “If he feels real good 
(Tuesday), then well see how he 
feels Wednesday.” 

The sooner Bird gets back into 
game condition, the better for the 
Celtics, especially with Washing- 
ton trying to unseat them for- the 
final Eastern conference playoff 
berth. 

Boston is 2&-30, two games 
ahead of Washington, 25-32. 
Rodgers said the Celtics prefer to 
make the playoffs, where they 
have a slim chance of winning the 
NBA title, rather than missing 
them and getting a high drain 
choice - 

“Once you get there (to the 


playoffs) anything can happen, 
he said. 

The improvement of Bird’s 
- physical condition — his stamina 
and hjs feet — and his response to 
practices and consecutive days 
are more important now than 
shaking off the mst of nearly four 
months without playing a game, 
RodgerssakL 

At a news conference the day 
he performed the surgery, Dr. 
Arnold Scheller, the Celtics' 
team physician, said Bird was 
expected to be sidelined V/i to 4 
months. It’s still possible for Bird 
to return to mid-March, officials 
say. 

Boston guard Brian Shaw said 
he thought Bird might play in 
“probably two weeks.” 

“When he comes back, he's 
still not going to have the mobil- 
ity he's used to,” Shaw said. 
‘Tie’s going to have to make 
adjustments. Some thin g; that 
he's not going to be able to do 
physically, he’s going to have to 
make up for with his thinking. I 
think he's up for that challenge.” 

Rookie forward Ronnie Gran- 
dison, matched against Bird dur- 
ing die full-court, fast-paced 
scrimmage, said he saw an im- 
provement during the past week. 

“The jumping looks a little 
tough for him. The spring doesn’t 
seem to be there, Grandison 
said. “But he's running up and 
down the floor well and it’s 
tougher to get around him on 
defense than it was last week. 

“He made a few good moves,” 
Grandison added. “I think he was 
running lanes pretty well. ... a 
couple of times I had to catch up 
with him.” 

But as the scrimmage progres- 
sed, Bird seemed to slow down. 
After the workout, be finished 
last twice in two running drills 
against five teammates. He’s 
dearly not ready for the quick 
tempo of an NBA game. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

CMMSTHbuNr Midi ItantoM. me. 


TO GUESS, OR NOT TO GUESS? 


9 

0 

* 

WEST 

♦ 5 

? K 10-? 4 
0 KQ932 

* A 7 3 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 K963 
85 2 
864 
K 10 9 
EAST 
4 4 

"«5*G f-9 -j-: 

v A J 10 7 5 - 

4 J 8 62 ' 

SOUTH 

4 A Q J 108 7 2 
? A 63 
0 Void 
4 Q54 

The bidding: - 

North East South West 

Puss Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 0 
We know some bridge players 
who insist that they never misguess a 
finesse. That’s all wdl and good, 
hue we would stm prefer to be in a 
position where we don't have to . 
guess at all! 

South's four-spade opening bid 
is acceptable in third seat. In first or 
second position, you would open 
one spade— never preempt opposite 
an unpassed partner on a hand with 
two aces. It makes it impossible for 
partner to judge what to do, should 
the opponents compete, if you are 


going to have that much in the way 
of defensive values. " 

West led the king of diamonds, 
ruffed by declarer. The problem was 
simple— with two sure heart losers, 
declarer simply had to hold his dub 
losers to. one to make his game. The 
trouble was that a finesse for the 
-jjaclr couU-he'Caken-agamst either 
East or West. 

The good gnessers draw tramps 
and lead a dub to the king. Later, 
they get back to the table with a 
tramp and run the ten of dubs. 
Making four-odd. The hot-so- 
skQled guessers take the dub finesse 
the other way and go down. 

The good players avoid any' 
guess. After raffing the king of dia- 
monds, they overtake the queen of 
spades with the king and raff a dia- 
mond high. The scveu of spades to' 
the nine provides the entry to ruff 
dummy’s last diamond. Then they 
cash the ace of hearts and eodt with a 
heart. 

The defenders can take their re- 
maining heart winner, but whichev- 
er one is then on lead is endplayied. 
A red suit gives declarer a ruff-and- 
sluff, allowing him to get rid of a 
dub. A dub return picks up the jack 
for declarer. Either way, he cannot 
lose more than one dub. trick. Try 
it. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘My boss got mad at me and faxxed 
my nose to Australia." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Hcmri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four JumMes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


1 LYBEI 

R 




■■ 

• -ISSKSS*-— - 


YEDEK 


u 

■ 

■ 

mm 



TALI 

ken] 

■■ 

Ml 
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Yesterday's 


THE FIK5TTHIN© 
A MAN OFTEN 
RUNS INTO WITH 
A NEW CAR. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. , 

. (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CLUCK. ADAPT EYELID DAMPEN 
Answer; Some compliments are noi » much, cantfid 
. as this— • -CANDIED" 


lEgania 
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■ 

mm 
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Continued interest: Carl Lewis keeps fa regular contact 
lawyer be has hired to monitor proceedings in Toronto. 

Lewis hires lawyer 

TORONTO (R) — American Olympic champion Carl Lewis has 
retained a Toronto lawyer to represent him at the Canadian 
government inquiry into drug use in sport. 

Timothy Danson said in an interview Monday that he was 
attending the hearings to keep Lewis advised of the testimony 
during foe ongoing athletics portion of the inquiry. 

Danson also said that Lewis would be willing to provide 
testimony for the commission. 

Danson does not hold official standing at the inquiry, which 
would allow him to cross examine witnesses, including Johnson, 
who has yet to testify. 

But Danson said if he b satisfied that lawyers “ask the right 
questions” he would probably not seek standing. 

Danson said be has kept Lewis’s agent, Joe Douglas, and Los 
Angeles lawyer, David Greifinger, apprised of Francis’s testimony 
and had spoken to Lewis last week. 

“Carl called me from his car phone while having lunch at a fast 
food place in Houston Friday to see what was happening here,” 
Danson said. 


Of Arctic sleds and aeroplanes 


ANCHORAGE (AP) — A plane 
carrying a television crew plan- 
ning to cover the Iditarod trail 
sled dog race crashed just after 
taking off from Rainy Pass, Alas- 
ka, Monday on the third day of 
the gruelling race. 

The single-engine Cessna 185, 
chartered by an Anchorage tele- 
vision station to cover the race, 
didn’t get enough altitude and 
struck a snow benn. None of the 
three, people aboard were 
seriously injured. 

Rick Swenson, the only four- 
time Iditarod winner, and Susan 
Butcher, who has won the last 
two races, were 13 minutes apart 
beading into Rohn Roadhouse. 


Swenson led a pack of four teams 
into the checkpoint where many 
mashers take their required 24 
hour layover.* 

The brutal winds that buffeted 
m ushers and their dogs over the 
weekend died down, but the trail 
was icy and hard on dogs' feet. 

The field of mushers numbered 
47 Monday evening. Two racers 
had dropped out since the first 
day. 

The winner this year will get 
550,000 of the 5250,000 purse. 

Most of the Iditarod Mushers 
are from Alaska, but the race has 
attracted entrants Montana, Min- 
nesota, Wyoming, New York, 
and even France and Japan. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 1989 

mil, HOROSCOPE 

As Charted By The Carroll (tighter Astrological Foundation 

expert help for a new project that 
ia stalled. The projected financial 
picture may appear better than it 
really is. Re-examine budgets. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 221 A tat- 
tle tale has yon ready to scream. 
You can attribute a decline in sodal 
contacts to your own recruiting 
efforts. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Reservations for a cultural event 
moat be made early. Sign up for 
special courses that wiU help ex- 
pand yoor career p ote n ti a l 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Make a special effort to contact 
and thank a helpful friend. Keep 
household chemicals in a safe place. 
Volunteer for a non-profit group. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Refuse to dwell on negative feel- 
ings. Organize a party for family 
members, and find an unusual loca- 
tion for diniww plans.. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Goals that ere a mental picture to- 
day could be a reality tomorrow. 
Your career p r ogressively moves 
ahead, and yon get the rewards. 

. PISCES (Fab. 20 to Mer. 20) Your 
enthusiasm and friendliness are 
people motivators. You have out- 
grown your space and can look for- 
ward to a change. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Energy is' high, traffic un- 
manageable and emotional balance 
pinched. Conversation flows easily, 
but confusion arises when concrete 
ideas are pushed adds in favor of 
emotions! concerns. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Lux- 
ury buying is risky. Work toward 
a better raationship with siblings. 
Stay on an even pace and con- 
solidace energy. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Plans are revised much to your lik- 
ing. Companionship with friends ia 
appreciated. Having more fun 
would be a tonic for your over- 
worked constitution. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Favorable financial news is a lift 
out of a financial black bole. It is a 
great day. You may have to deal 
with a disagreeable problem. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) Avoid mixing in other 
hassles. You can get in a 
[mood when you don '-t get your 
own way. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Good 
nutrition and exercise will benefit 
your retire life. Creative skills are 
tting rusty from lack of interest 
rfl receipts and warranties. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Get 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Rag us 


ACROSS 
1 Asterisk 
6 Phones 
10 Phase 

14 Oetiole 

15 Alee, native 
18. Heap 

17 Nuncupative 

18 Cowboy Ham 
18 OM church 

desk 

20 Sports 
officiate 
23 Poetic time 
2A. Youngsters 
25 Afternoon 
affaire 

27 Hubbub ' 

30 Hesitation 
sounds 

31 Ptrtlnenl 

34 Tablecloth and 
sheets 

36 SaBor 

37 Czar's name 

38 Loeatoa 
36 Seize 

40 Fragrance 

41 Gist 

42 Stir 

43 Bufldoza 

44 Bay of Biscay 

47 Damateua h 
here: abbr. 

48 DIB eld style 
46 FMTs city 

61 Night prowler 
S3 Toadies 
58 Central Okie 
60 Scandinavian 
Bl'Cake baker 
B2 Bean 
83 Actress 
Burttyn 
64 Wind toy 
85 Bolted 
88 BHssful 



87 

DOWN 

1 Speck 

2 Convex 
mokfbiga 

3 Ana Syria 


6i « twmm Media SaMctt, ine. 

Saturday's Puzzfs Salved: 

4 Sublease u 
6 Professions 

6 Outsider* 

7 Springs 

8 Bandore kin 

9 Race official 

10 Re s o rt . 

11 Helpful hints 

12 Eur. river 

13 Laborer 

21 Walls 

22 Homily: abbr. 

26 Holy cowl 

27 San Antonio 
tourist spot 

28 Mare dreadful 

» Singly 

31 Run on 

32 Reagan or 
Sinatra 

33 Door Sign 

35 Devoured 

36 Burden 

39 Nothing 50 Call up 

40 Broadcaster 51 DogJe * 57 Snick 

42 Daytime shew 62 Last-stem or — 

43 Lurches angle 58 Dejected 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnunrcnrifimran 
nnnnnnnn nnnnn 
non nnnn 
nnnrcran nnnn nran 
nnnnn onon nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
□an nnnn rannnnn 
nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


45 Obtain 

48 CaBL peak 

46 Hostess 
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Flojo bids 
farewell by 
final award 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Triple 
Olympic champion Florence 
Griffith Joyner, the fastest 
woman in the world, on Monday 
received the prestigious Sullivan 
award as the nation’s Outstand- 
ing Amateur Athlete of 1988. 

Griffith Joyner was selected 
over nine other finalists — all 
Olympians and many also world 
record holders — for the award 
presented by the Amateur Athle- 
tics Union (AAU) since 1930. 

Overcome by emotion, the 29- 
year-old retired track star wiped 
tears from her eyes as she 
accepted the award before a ban- 
quet audience of 1,300. 

“It’s been more than a dream 
come true since July 16 when I set 
a world record here,” said Grif- 
fith Joyner.” It took me 20 years 
to get a world record and a gold 
medal.” 

Griffith Joyner, who last 
month announced her retirement 
from competition to pursue 
careers in acting and writing, 
shattered the women's 100 metres 
world record with a 10.49-second 
run at the U.S. Olympic trials 
here last summer. 

At the Seoul Olympics she set a 
200 metres world record and col- 
lected three gold medals and a 
silver medal. 

Following long-standing tradi- 
tion, the AAU did not announce 
a vote tally and the nine other 
finalists fire all considered run- 
ners-up. 

The other finalists included 
Olympic champion swimmers 
Matt Biondi and Janet Evans, 
Olympic figure skating gold 
medallist Brian Biotano and 
Karch Kiraly, who led the U.S. 
Olympic team to volleyball gold 
in Seoul. 

“The sad thing is that there are 
not 10 such awards because all 
the finalists deserve one too,” 
Griffith Joyner said. 


Johnson took drugs, but 
test was fixed -coach 


TORONTO (AP) — Ben Johnson’s track coach 
suggested Monday that the sprinter was a victim 
of sabotage, saying the runner had been taking 
steroids until just before the 1988 summer Olym- 
pics, but not the drag for which he tested positive. 

“I was Totally shocked," Char- 
lie Francis said as the second 
week of testimony resumed at a 
Canadian government inquiry 
into drug use by athletes. 

U I thought something’s got to 
be dramatically wrong," he said, 
recalling his reaction when told 
Johnson’s urine test showed the 
banned steroid stanozolol 
The discovery led to Johnson's 
disqualification from the Olym- 
pics. He was stripped of his gold 
medal in the 100-metre race and 
banned from international com- 
petition for two years. 

Francis, who bad testified ear- 
lier that Johnson had been using 
steroids in regulated cycles since 
1981, said the sprinter last took 
the steroid furazabol and that 
Johnson stopped taking it by 


SepL 2 — 22 days before he won 
the gold medal. 

The coach said that when John- 
son was told of the positive test, 
the sprinter said, “I knew there 
was something wrong with that 
guy.” ' 

Francis said Johnson was refer- 
ring to “a black guy" who 
appeared to be American and 
- who was in the holding area with 
Johnson while the drug test was 
being taken. 

The coach said this unidenti- 
fied mao was drinking beer with 
Johnson and he suggested the 
athlete's drink could have been 
spiked. He also said that stanozo- 
lol would be a good substance to 
use to spike a drink so that it 
showed up on a drug test because 
it metabolizes rapidly in the 


body. 

Johnson’s last used stanozolol 
in a regulated steroid programme 
in the spring of 1987, Francis 
said. 

Frauds, who captivated the 
courtroom with three days of 
detailed testimony last week, is 
the first witness from track and 
field to appear before the com- 
mission. 

He also suggested Johnson had 
been a victim of sabotage last fall 
in his only public statement on 
the Seoul scandal before the in- 
quiry began. 

In resuming his testimony. 
Frauds said Johnson was taking 
steroids just before the Olympics 
because of an injury and the 
wear-and-tear of an August 
European tour. 

He said the programme was 
planned by Dr. George “Jamie” 
Astaphan and included furaza- 
bol, an inodne and vitamin B-12 
mixture that was not on the ban- 
ned substance list, and a synthetic 
growth hormone. 


Schneider angling for record win 


SHIGA KOGEN, Japan (AP) — 
The World Cup ski season winds 
up this week with the overall 
men's slalom and giant slalom 
champions still undecided, and 
Swiss star Vreni Schneider trying 
to become the winningest World 
Cup skier ever in a single season. 

Schneider will race in a 
women’s giant slalom Wednesday 
and a slalom Saturday, and vic- 
tories in both would give her 14 
triumphs this season. 

The current single- season re- 
cord is 13, set by Sweden’s Ing- 
em ar Stenmark in 1979. S ten- 
mark is retiring at the end of this 
season, with at least 86 World 
Cup race victories in his career. 

Schneider already has clinched 
this season’s World Cup women’s 
overall title — her first — along 


with the giant slalom and slalom 
championships . 

The season’s final men's giant 
slalom race is scheduled Thurs- 
day and the men’s slalom Friday. 

On Sunday, men's and 
women’s parallel races are 
planned. 

In the men’s giant slalom, Pir- 
min Zurbriggen of Switzerland 
leads the standings by only one 
point, 71-70, over Rudolf Nier- 
lich of Austria. 

Marc Girardelli of Luxem- 
bourg, who already - has clinched 
the specialties, is third in the 
giant slalom with 66. 

Ip the slalom, Alberto Tomba 
of Italy, who has won only one 
slalom this season after winning 
six slaloms and three giants sla- 
loms last season, still has a chance 


to come from behind. He stands 
third with 100 points, behind 
Girardelli’s 106 and the 102 of 
Annin Bittner of West Germany. 

A race victory is worth 25 
points, second place 20 and third 
place 15. 

Before the World Cup circuit 
moved to Shiga Kogen, in Cen- 
tral Japan, Nierffch won a men’s 
giant slalom, Schneider took a 
women's slalom race, Maria Wal- 
liscr of Switzerland won a giant 
slalom and Christian Ole 
Furuseth of Norway scored his 
first World Cup victory, in a 
men’s slalom, at Furano, on 
Japan's northernmost mam island 
of Hokkaido. 

On Tuesday, the skiers prac- 
ticed at Shiga Kogen. No official 
results were announced. 


UK’s Robson faces media knives 


LONDON (R) — Ron Atkinson 
may have chewed his nails with 
anxiety for 75 minutes Saturday, 
but for England manager Bobby 
Robson the agony of observing a 
solitary relegation battle instead 
of a full first division programme 
was a welcome luxury. 

For Robson, .who takes Eng- 
land to Albania for an unpredict- 
able World Cup European group 
two qualifying tie Wednesday, 
the postponement of all matches 
involving his players should mean 
an end to the ritual worrying over 
the casualty lists. 

However, late Saturday a prob- 
lem emerged over the return 
match on April 26 at Wembley. 

Robson learnt the Liverpool v 
Arsenal League game was sche- 
duled to go ahead as planned on 
April 23, televised live. 

The agreement with the foot- 
ball league gives television chiefs 
the right to screen the game on 
that day, but breaches an unwrit- 
ten agreement to keep dear of 
the date in order to help England. 

Robson quickly appealed to 
the football league saying: “I 
hope the league won’t allow it. It 


is totally against my wishes.” 

Five players from Liverpool 
and Arsenal are included in the 
squad which will fly to Albania 
Monday and Robson has capped 
the same number of players from- 
the Highbury club alone this 
season. 

Few England managers of the 
past have" enjoyed the luxury of 
league-free weekends in the 
build-up to important interna- 
tional fixtures. 

Sir Alf Ramsey, who led Eng- 
land to World Cup victory on 
their own soil in 1966, had to 
sweat out a frill football league 
programme before England faced 
Poland in a World Cup qualifier 
at Wembley in 1973. 

He knew, as Robson has done 
so often, that injuries to key 
players would jeopardise his posi- 
tion as England manager. 

Walter Winterbottom had 
faced an identical situation 20 
years earlier when Tom Finney 
was injured in a weekend game 
and pulled out of the historic 6-3 
Wembley defeat by Hungary. 

Ramsey, who scored one of 
England’s goals from a penalty 


against Hungary, had the backing 
of league managers in his quest 
for a free weekend, but no sup- 
port from the administrators. 

The senior managers felt it was 
unfair to both dub and country 
and pointed out that players in 
the England squad were sub- 
sconsdously holding back for fear 
of injury on the Saturday before 
ah international match. 

It is Robson’s good fortune 
today that the league are commit- 
ted to cooperation with the Eng- 
lish Football Assodation (F.A.) 
for die overall benefit of the 
English game. 

But in 1973 league secretary 
Alan Hardaker said: “It is a 
football match not a wax... let us 
keep our sense of perspective. 
Everyone is getting hysterical. If 
England do lose, the game is not 
going to die. It will be a terrible 
thing for six weeks and then 
everybody will forget it.” 

Ramsey, whose side drew 1-1 
with Poland, was dismissed soon 
afterwards when a 1-0 defeat by 
Italy confirmed their exit from 
the World Cup. 

Hardaker’s world became part 


of English soccer's folklore. Rob- 
son, solidly backed by the F.A.'s 
administrators, knows he would 
face unprecedented media critic- 
ism if England failed to emulate 
group leaders Sweden by winning 
in Tirana. 

Defeat, like those at the Euro- 
pean championship finals in West 
Germany last June, would pro- 
voke another wave of hysteria 
which even the stoical Robson 
may find too hard to bear again. 

Robson, as if to acknowledge 
the threat, on Saturday chose to 
prevent his players from speaking 
to the British press. 

He said he had been stung by 
comments attributed to defender 
Terry Butcher in various popular 
newspapers. “I’ve read that if we 
lose on Wednesday I’m out of a 
job and therefore the players are 
out of a job," be said. 

“Who says that? It's time to 
stop that sort of conversation. I 
have got to stop the players talk- 
ing to the press from now on for 
this match... I don’t feel under 
intense pressure at all and I am 
hoping the players won’t either.” 
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Pandemonium hits 


KAL blast trial 


SEOUL lAP) — Hundreds of 


ed a Seoul court Tuesday to 
bold back angry relatives as a 
confessed North Korean agent 
went on trial for the 1987 
bombing of a South Korean 
airliner in which 115 people 
were killed. 

Several relatives allowed into 
the opening session of the trial 
screamed insults and shouted 
“I’m here to kill yon’* and 
“bring back my husband” at 
Kim Hyon Hui as security 
agents led her into the cour- 
troom. 

The prosecution presented its 
evidence Tuesday and the court 
adjourned until March 21, 
when defence lawyers will 
make their representations. 

Kim said on South Korean 
television last January that she 
planted a bomb on the South 
Korean airliner in November 
1987 as part of a plot to disrupt 
the 1988 Olympic games in 
Seoul. 

Kim, charged with mass 


murder, destruction of an air- 
craft and violation of national 
security and civfl aviation laws, 
has confessed and Is expected to 
be found guilty. But the death 
sentence she would face could 
be stayed because the woman 
was duped by North Korean 
mteHigence and did not know 
what die was doing, said court 
sources, who declined to be 
named. 

Other North Korean intelli- 
gence operatives captured by 
the South have been pardoned 
and used as propaganda tools 
against the North. 

Kim appeared slightly shock- 
ed as she was brought into the 
court dressed in a blue shirt, 
brown trousers and a blue plaid 
windbreaker. She buried her 
face in her hands and sobbed as 
the relatives yelled at her. 

The Korean Air Boeing 707, 
on a flight from Baghdad to 
Seoul, disappeared over the 
Andaman Sea as it approached 
the Burmese coast. AO 115 pas- 
sengers and crew were lost. 



Kim Hypn Hui 


North Korea has repeatedly 
denied it had anything to do 
with the case. 

Some 1,500 police and secur- 
ity agents guarded the trial 
against disruption by relatives 
and any possible threat from 
North Korean agents. 

South Korean authorities 
allowed the press full access to 
the trial in an apparent effort to 
embarrass North Korea. Seoul 
has used Kim as a major prop- 
aganda tool against the com- 
munist North. 


Norway reaches dead end 
In hunt for heavy water 


OSLO (R) — Norway seems to 
have reached a dead end in its 
efforts to unravel what happened 
to several shipments of heavy 
water, which can be used to make 
atomic bombs. 

• The Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday that a Swiss court last 
week turned down a request by 
Norwegian police to question key 
witnesses in connection with the 
alleged illegal rerouting of 15 
tonnes of heavy water to India in 
1983. 

There has been no progress in 
investigations into two other 
cases involving shipments to 
Romania and Israel, government 
officials say. 

“We have currently reached a 
dead end in Switzerland and must 
decide what to do now," Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Sigrid 
Romundseth said. 

Norway said in November that 
the heavy water, which can be 
used to make plutonium, was 


rerouted to Bombay from Basel 
in Switzerland in defiance of in- 
ternational regulations. Whether 
Bombay was its final destination 
is still uncertain. 

The Norwegian request for a 
court order compelling em- 
ployees of the Swiss firm Orda 
AG. which was allegedly involved 
in the shipment, to attend police 
interviews was rejected because 
of a statute of (imitations. 

“Should it be impossible to get 
any further in Switzerland, the 
next step would probably be for 
Norwegian police to get in touch 
with Indian authorities and ask 
for assistance," she said. 


Norway bad heard nothing 
t India 


from the Indian government, de- 
spite repeated requests for help 
since November. “But we have 
not given up, we will try- every 
possible way to find out what 
happened to the water," she 
added. 

Norway is also probing what 


happened to 12.5 tonnes of heavy 
water it sold to Romania in 1986 
for use in two atomic reactors 
that have not yet come into use. 

Oslo had asked Romania to 
disprove media reports that the 
country bad secretly resold the 
water, also known as deuterium 
oxide, to Israel or to another 
country. 

‘These reports have not been 
disproved," Romundseth said, 
dedining further comment. 

Norway, which has exported 
heavy, water to 35 countries since 
it became a leading producer in 
the 1950s, insists that it should be 
used for peaceful purposes only. 

India has refused to sign a 
Nuclear non-ProlIferation Treaty 
aimed at stopping the spread of 
nuclear weapons. It denies having 
atomic bombs but carried out its 
first nuclear explosion in 1974, 
saying it was for peaceful pur- 
poses. 


Malaysia calls on Hanoi 
to stem flow of refugees 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
Malaysia, at the opening of a 
three-day meeting in Kuala Lum- 
pur Tuesday, urged Vietnam to 
stem the flow of Indochinese re- 
fugees to solve the 10-year-old 
problem. 

The flow of boat people from 
Vietnam should be stopped by 
that country and a programme 
created to allow Vietnamese to 
emigrate directly to countries 
willing to accept them, Malaysia's 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
Ghafar Baba said in an opening 
session. 

Some 130 delegates from 30 
countries, including the United 
States, Japan and Vietnam, as 


well from several international 
organisations, are attending the 
meeting to prepare for the inter- 
national conference on Indochina 
refugees, scheduled June 13-14 in 
Geneva. 

In his address, Ghafar said: 
“There are... signals indicating 
that the countries providing tem- 
porary asylum are no longer pre- 
pared to respond as they did in 
the 70s. Neither do they wish to 
bear the problem indefinitely." 

Officials at the conference esti- 
mated there were more than 
75,000 Vietnamese refugees in 
southeast Asia: some 16,200 in 
Malaysia, 4,500 in the Philip- 
pines, 2,350 in Indonesia, 200 in 


Singapore, 25,800 in Hong Kong 
and 180 in Taiwan. 

About 80,000 Laotians and 
Kampucheans are camped inside 
the Thai border, awaiting return 
to their countries, officials sakL 
Since 1979, about 1.5 milli on 
refugees have been resettled, in- 


cluding the 150,000 sent directly 


from Vietnam to the West 
rials said. 

Malaysia has voiced concern 
that those refugees not accept- 
able to third countries would be 
left behind in Malaysia. The 
country provides only temporary 
asylum to boat people and {dans 
are under way to shut down 
remaining refugee camps. 



Back to Hanoi: Seventy-five refugees, who fled 
Vietnam in boats, boarding a chartered jet in Hong 
Kong Thursday to return to the Vietnamese capital. 


Agreements for the repatriation was readied by 
Vietnam and the U.N. High r nmmi^ dnyr for 


British railway crashes 

tern over safety 


LONDON (AP) — The deaths of 
42 people in three rail crashes 
since December have sharply 
added to concerns about Britain’s 
ailing network and charges that 
safety is falling victim to eco- 
nomy. 

Following Monday's crash, the 
latesr of three recent accidents on 
the state-run British Rail net- 
work. Transport Secretary Paul 
Channon said passengers now 
had real fears about travelling by 
train. 

Two passengers were killed 
Monday and 44 others were in- 
jured when two commuter trains 
collided three kilometres east of 
the southwest Scottish port dty of 
Glasgow. 

On Saturday, five died and 94 
were injured when two passenger 
trains collided near purely station 
on London’s southern outskirts. 

On Dec. 12. 35 were killed and 


more than 100 hurt in a crash 
involving three passenger trains 
at Clapham junction near 
London. 

John Prescott, transport 
spokesman for the opposition 
Labour Party, Monday called for 
an inquiry into safety “to ensure 
that standards are not being com- 
promised in order to meet finan- 
cial targets that are too tight and 
demanding.” 

Speaking in the House of Com- 
mons, Prescott quoted a former 
British Rail bead of signalling and 
safety, Stanley Hall, as saying 


pfety was being compromised 
’Margaret 


because Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s Conservative govern- 
ment was being “tight-fisted." 

Prescott said British Rail was 
having to finance capital expendi- 
ture through fare increases. He 
said the government grant to the 
network had been cut by 35 per 


cent in five years, a saving of 
more than £2 billion (S3.4 bil- 
lion). 

“The financial climate sec by 
(Channon) in which British Rail 
operates means that new safety 
measures, such as the installation 
of new advance warning systems 
which are being installed else- 
where in Europe, have not been 
adopted," Prescott charged. 

Channon accused Prescott of 
trying to score political points. 
He said government investment 
in British Rail was running at 
“historically incredibly high 
levels.” It stood at £560 million 
($963 million) this year and 
would rise to an average of £755 
million ($1.29 billion) a year over 
the next four years, he said. 

But he conceded; “We have 
got to allay that concern (among 
the public about rail safety) and 
remove that concern." 


Peking declares martial 
law in Tibetan capital 


PEKING (Agencies) — China Tuesday declared 
martial law In Lhasa, following three days of 
pro-independence rioting in the Tibetan capital. 


In its main evening news bulle- 
tin, state radio said martial law 
would take effect from midnight 
Tuesday (1600 GMT) to protect 
public security and property in 
tbe dty. 

The radio said that martial law 
was declared by the State Coun- 
cil, the top governing body, “be- 
cause constant disturbances by a 
small minority of separatists have 
seriously endangered social 
order.” 

The announcement was made 
after crowds of Tibetans staged a 
third day of anti-Chinese protests 
in Lhasa while truckloads of 
armed police skirted the area of 
the demonstrations without in- 
tervening. 

Officially China says 12 people 
including one policeman were kil- 
led in dashes Sunday and Mon- 
day. Tibetans believe more than 
60 are dead and doctors put the 
figure around 30 with more than 
100 casualties. 4 

State radio said the State 
Council had decided to impose 
martial law “to preserve social 
order and to protect personal 


safety and property and prevent 
encroachment on public prop- 
erty.” 

The government of the auton- 
omous region of Tibet would take 
concrete steps to implement the 
measures, it said. 

A public security official in 
Lhasa contacted by telephone 
shortly before tbe announcement 
told Reuters he had received no 
instructions on any special secur- 
ity measures to be taken. 

State television later broadcast 
the first film of the riots in tbe 
Tibetan capital, showing crowds 
of angry Tibetans gathering in the 
streets Sunday. 

Youths were seen stoning a 
police station. Ransacked gov- 
ernment buildings and charred 
remains of stereos and bicycles 
were shown as well as firemen 
fighting a blaze. 

“The scope of this latest riot is 
bigger than disturbances of past 
years. More people have taken 
part and the area affected is 
larger," said the People’s Daily in 
a front-page report from the 
Tibetan capitaL 


Lhasa residents said tbe latest 
violence was possibly the most 
serious since March 10, 1959 — 
the start of a mass uprising 
cradled by communist troops. 

Tibetans continued to stone 
and attack Chinese civilians who 
ventured into the Tibetan section 
of town. One American tourist 
said he saw a Chinese man run- 
ning up the city’s main street. 
Pelting road, bleeding from his 
face and neck. 

So far police, armed with tear 
gas, guns and machine guns, have 
been responsible for subduing the 
violence. 


lcnce. 

The official New China News 
Agency said the order had been 
signed by Premier Li Peng. 

It said the order was issued in 
accordance with the Chinese con- 
stitution which gives the State 
Council the authority to decide 
on the enforcement of martial 
law. 


On Tuesday Chinese police 
fired on Tibetans for a third day. 


and a group of pro-independence 
activists carried the banned Snow 
Lion flag of Tibet around the 
city’s centre. The protestors light- 
ed bonfires of Chinese-owned 
goods, tourists said. 

Qrina maintains ft has ruled 
Tibet for centuries but Tibetans 
disagree. Communist soldiers en- 
tered Lhasa in 1950 to assert 
Peking’s daim to sovereignty. 

Peking has tried a more con- 
ciliatory line in recent years in an 
effort to win back the confidence 
of Tibet’s two million mainly 
Buddhist people. But it has been 
unable to check sporadic vio- 


The danse in the 1982 constitu- 
tion to which the order referred 
does not define martial law and it 
was not clear whether a curfew 
would be imposed on the dty. 

Western diplomats in Pelting 
quoted reports that one Tibetan 
family had been killed during 
violence in Lhasa Monday night 
but they said these reports could 
not be independently confirmed. 

Crowds of more than 1,000 and 
joined by young children, old 
women and monks, took part in 
the unrest Sunday and Monday. 

Tibet's spiritual leader, the 
Dalai Lama, fled into exile in 
India along with thousands of his 
followers after a failed uprising 
against Chinese rule in 1959. 

He appealed to world leaders 
Monday to help end the violence 
in Tibet by persuading Chinese 
leaders “to stop the continued 
violations of human rights." 


Walesa 


tries to end 


stalemate 


WARSAW (AP) — Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa and Interior 
Minister General Czeslaw Kisz- 
czak held talks Tuesday for the 
second time in a week to try and 
settle issues that have delayed 
agreement on the legalisation of 
the trade union, a government 
spokesman said. 

A spokeswoman at the Solidar- 
ity Press Office declined to com- 
ment on the meeting, saying an 
announcement would be issued 
later. 

The historic two-month-old 
talks between the government 
and the opposition are aimed at 
producing a compromise in which 
the government would legalise 
Solidarity and other groups ban- 
ned in the December 1981 mar- 
tial-law crackdown. 

In exchange, the opposition 
would agree to participate as a 
minority in parliament and en- 
dorse a programme of political 
and economic reforms. 

But agreement has been de- 
layed by differences on several 
issues that Walesa and Kiszczak 
hoped to clear up in their meeting 
Tuesday, according to govern- 
ment spokesman Jerzy Urban. 

Tbe two men also met Thurs- 
day and agreed that tbe talks 
should be speeded up. 

During a party session Mon- 



Lecfa Walesa 

day, the leadership of General 
Wojdech Jaruzelski once again 
won qualified endorsement for 
co ntinuing talks with the opposi- 
tion, Urban said in a telephone 
interview. 

The two sides are more or less 
in agreement on the general out- 
lines of a national co m pr om ise: 
Legalisation of Solidarity in ex- 
change for the opposition’s parti- 
cipation in early elections that 
would guarantee tbe Communist 
Party a parliament majority. 

But several obstacles have 
appeared, including the autho- 
rities’ hesitation to legalise the 
banned students group NZS; the 
foil ore to agree on a programme 
to index wages to inflation; and 
differences on details of the new 
electoral law and opposition ac- 
cess to the state-controlled mass 
media. 


Yugoslav turmoil 
spreads into north 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via’s political turmoil is spreading 
into the developed northern re- 
publics of Croatia and Sloyema, a 
week after authorities deployed 
troops and tanks to crash, an 
ethnic Albanian general strike in 
the south. 

Communist Party leaders and 
newspapers in Croatia charged 
Monday that Serbia, Yugoslavia's 
biggest republic, was using tota- 
litarian methods to impose its 
dominance on the country, a mul- 
ti-national federation of six re- 
publics. 

“Forces aiming for democra- 
tisation axe already retreating be- 
fore the forces of neo- Stalinism," 
the official Croatian newspaper 
Vjesnik said. “Millions of Serbs 
are screaming against demo- 
cracy.” 

Slovenia echoed Croatia’s con- 
cern, suggesting the Yugoslav 
parliament should meet away 
from Belgrade, the federal capit- 
al, because pro-Serbian demon- 
strators there had held street pro- 
tests which threatened public 
order. 

Croatia and Slovenia, Yugosla- 
via’s most westernised republics, 
are the last major regions to hold 
out against a Serbian campaign 
which has toppled two regional 
leaderships in five months and 
brought pressure to bear on 


others. 

Supporters of Serbian party 
leader Slobodan Milosevic suc- 
ceeded in organising mass rallies 
last week in Slovenia and 
Croatia, raising fears in the two 
republics that their leaderships 
are next cm his hit list. 

Serbia’s campaign centres on 
its autonomous province of Koso- 
vo, where the 1.7 miQion ethnic 


Albanian majority staged an 


eight-day genera) strike last 
month until authorities sent in the 
armed forces and imposed other 
emergency measures. 

Serbia alleges that Albanians 
are persecuting the 200,000 Ser- 
bian minority in Kosovo, It wants 
to regain the political control of 
Kosovo which it lost in 1974. 
Alb anians fear this w ill mean a 
Serbian crackdown on national 
self-expression. 

More than 800 Albanian 
tradesmen have been charged for 
taking part in the general strike 
and three prominent Kosovo offi- 
cials, including a former party 
leader, are under investigation 
for counter-revolution — a -capit- 
al offence. 

Unlike Kosovo, Yugoslavia’s 
poorest region with 36 per cent 
unemployment, Slovenia and 
Croatia are relatively prosperous 
republics with an Italian or Au- 
strian flavour. 


Organs of homicide victims spar transplants 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
burgeoning homicide toll in the 
oation's capital is providing doc- 
tors with a new source of organs 
for transplant 

“There’s always going to be 
tragedy and there are going to be 
fatalities with young people," 
says Dr. John MacOviak, medical 
director of the Washington Re- 
gional Transplant Consortium. 

‘And the one and only dear-cat 
benefit to society of that, which 
didn’t exist until recently, is the 
fact that other lives can be saved 
as the result of these people that 
lose their lives prematurely." 

The District of Columbia and 
neighbouring Prince George's 
County, Maryland, and Fairfax 
County, Virginia, each had re- 
cord homicide rates in 1988. In 


the district alone, more than 90 
people have been killed thus far 
this year. That is far above the 
1988 rate. 

In the district and Prince 
George's County, many of the 
homicides are attributed to drugs. 

The record homicide rates are 
“absolutely” increasing the num- 
ber of available organs and tissue 
for transplant, said MacOviak, 
who performs heart transplants at 
the Washington Hospital centre, 
the city’s largest and most active . 
trauma farihty. 

“I would say that probably 
about twice the number of donors 
are being produced this year as 
were being procured last year,” 
he said. 

Last August, the consortium 
received 14 referrals for organ 


donations. Six months later, the 
number bad risen to 27. 

-In addition to the record homi- 
cide rates, the availability of 
organs for transplants also has. 
been assisted by a District of 
Columbia law passed in January 
1988 requiring that families be 
asked to donate organs. 

Victims felled by a single gun- 
shot wound to the head are the 
most likely candidates for dona- 
tion because their organs aren’t 
damaged, said MacOviak. 

When they can, doctors keep 
gunshot victims alive on a ventila- 
tor. But if it’s certain the person 
is brain-dead, hospital and con- 
sortium officials ask the bereaved 
family to donate the victim’s 
organs. 

‘Td say the families of drug 


victims are very supportive as 
rule,” he said. "They want to 
donate the organs;” 

“It’s solace,” concurred John 
Bardi, a consortium executive 
committee member and assistant 
administrator at George 
Washington University Hospital. 
“It's the way they deal with their 
grief, to know the individual is 
alive in someone else, to know 
they’ve touched someone else.” 
When dealing with homicide 
victims, hospital staff also must 
cooperate with homicide detec- 
tives and the medical examiner, 
and these delays sometimes make 
it impossible to perform trans- 
plants, said MacOviak. 

Tests are ran to ensure that the 
potential donor meets rigid 
criteria. 


Russians make timely invasion 


By J ID Serjeant 
Reuter 


MILAN — Watch out: The 
Russians are coming. 

The Soviet Union’s old- 
fashioned mechanical watches 
are already conquering 
fashion-crazy Italy, and the 
rest of Europe add the United 
States are the next targets. 

Genuine Soviet-made 
watches are selling in classy 
Italian jewelleiy shops as fast 
as the Russians can produce 
them. 

And less than five months 
after the first cyrillic- inscribe d 
“made in the USSR” time 
pieces crossed the frontier, the 
Soviet watch industry has re- 
ceived the highest of accolades 
— thousands of fakes are 
appearing on the streets. 

The Soviet Union has long 
been the world’s third largest 
producer of clocks and watches 
after Switzerland and the Far 
East but until last autumn ex- 
ports were confined to selling 
parts and movements to West- 
ern makers. 

The chunky 1950s-style 
wrist-watches, including five 
models previously made exclu- 
sively for the Red Array, are 


the most successful Soviet con- 
sumer products to reach the 
West under Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s new era of reform. 

Displayed in high-class Ita- 
lian shops next to gold Rolex’s 
and diamond-studded 
bracelets, the utilitarian Pake- 
ta and Red Army Boctok 
watches have become a sought- 
after status symbol. 

“We have convinced jewel- 
lers who sell watches worth 
millions of lire (thousands of 
dollars) to display side by side 
these simple Soviet products 
which cost as little as 100,000 
lire ($74),” said Orario Occhi- 
pinti, who last autumn clinched 
the European distribution con- 
tract for Paketa. 

Occhipinti told Reuters his 
entire stock of 40,000 Paketa 
watches was sold out in the two 
months before Christmas and 
he has no doubt that the 
150,000 more he plans to im- 
port to Italy in 1989 will get a 
similar reception. 

“They are an anti-status sta- 
tus symbol... the Russians 
seem a bit astonished. They 
can't quite understand why 
they're in such demand,” 
Occhipinti said. 

His Milan-base Mirabilia 


firm won the contract against 
competition from about 50 Ita- 
lian companies keen to capital- 
ise on the wave of “Gorby 
fever” sweeping Western 
Europe. 

Eager for hard currency the 
Russians needed little persua- 
sion to sell, and Italy, whose 
six million watch sales a year 
make it the third largest con- 
sumer market in the world, 
was the ideal place for a test 
launch. 

“Once a watch was simply a 
watch and something you 
bought for a lifetime. Now it's 
a fashjon accessory which also 
tells the time. Men change 
them like they do ties, and for 
women they’re like earrings,” 
said Occhipinti, whose teenage 
daughter has a collection of 
“about 20” cheap and cheerful 
watches. 

"Given the success, we 
could have asked twice the 
price but we decided to market 
the Paketa as a fashion item 
aimed at tbe middle and upper 
classes, ” be added. 

Following a major Italian 
trade fair in Moscow last Octo- 
ber, another Italian company, 
Time Trend, won a five-year 
contract to handle the first ever 


commercial sales of the legen- 
dary Boctok wrist watch. 

The five distinctive models, 
bearing the design of either a 
parachute, submarine or tank 
for the respective divisions, a 
plain red star for infantry and a 
special version for all comman- 
ders, are available in the Soviet 
Union only to the military, 
importers say. 

On sale in Italy since late 
January for 280,000 lire ($210), 
they arc being snapped up both 
by collectors and the ordinary 
public despite minimal adver- 
tising. 

“Everything Russian is 
creating attention at the mo- 
ment but demand has been 
even higher than we ex- 
pected,” said Maurizio Berar- 
di, managing director of Time 
TVend. - 

“Collectors are buying up all 
five models at once. Some 
shops in Milan sold more than 
200 in February alone," he told 
Reuters. 

Berardi said the five-year 
distribution contract for 
Europe and the United States 
was worth about 15 billioo lire 

"Selling Russian watches to 
the Swiss will really be fun” 
said Occhipiziti. 



A whole load 
of information 


KNOXVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Paid pitches for jeans, a candy 
bar and dandruff shampoo were 
mixed in with a fast-paced menu 
of current events Monday a & a 
televised news show for teen- 
agers had its first day of school. 
Tbe paid advertising on Channel 
One, a show produced by Knox- 
ville-based Whittle Communica- 
tions LP. has enraged some 
education groups who want big 
business barred from making 
sales pitches to students inside 
the classroom. But the students, 
teachers and parents, who witnes- 
sed Channel One’s debut at Cen- 
tral High in Knoxville expressed 
few reservatkms about the ads. 
"It’s fine with me,” said Shelley 
Bible, a 14-year-old. “You get 
more pressure from other stu- 
dents than you do from the com- 
mercials.'* Toi McCane, a 17- 
year-old senior, said the commer- 
cials "are just the same thing you 
get on the news at night.” The 
I2-minuie news programme in- 
cluded two minutes of commer- 
cials. 


English-language 

film 

wins African prize 


OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso (AP) — An English-lan- 
guage movie won the grand prize 
in the Pan African Film Festival 
for the first time in the event's 
20-year history. The filmmaker 
called on African governments to 
do more for the medium. The 
film, “Heritage of Africa" was 
made by Ghanaian Kwah Ansah 
and recounts the story of a Gha- 
naian civil servant. While moving 
up in the administrative system 
that the British established in 
Ghana, he discovered he has lost 
all cultural bearings. Previous 
winners of the film prize have 
been in African languages or 
French. The prize, awarded 
Saturday night, includes about 
$13,000. twice that given to the 
1987 winner. Tbe film also won 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty prize. 


Stable complaints 
land man in jail 


LILLESTROEM, Norway l R) — 
A norwegian fanner has been 
jailed for making bootleg liquor 
after a neighbour complained to 
police that bis stables smelled of 
hoocb, not horses. Svein Erik 
Bergan, where received a four- 
week sentence Monday, confes- 
sed that he was making 1.000 
litres of illegal moonshine a day. 
Police said they investigated the 
neighbour’s complaint and found 
stores of sugar, tanks with a 
capacity of 72,000 litres and huge 
stills hidden in the stables. “1 was 
going to buy some horses as 
cover,” Bergan told the newspap- 
er Dagbiadet. 


Madonna talks, but 
not about Dec- 28 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Madonna speaks frankly in an 
interview in Rolling Stone maga- 
zine — except about what hap- 
pened Dec. 28. According to 
some newspaper reports, that was 
the night her estranged husband. 
Sean Penn, left her tied heT up in 
a chair for nine hours. Madonna 
filed charges and later dropped 
them, but says the reports are 
“extremely inaccurate, as they 
usually are. They made it all up.” 
Mado ana’s new album, which de- 
buted Thursday in a Pepsi com- 
mercial, includes a song “Till 
Death Do Us Pan" that is about 
the violent breakup of a rela- 
tionship. 
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Be careful with 
names at Iran trial 


WASHINGTON (R) — Witnes- 
ses in Oliver North’s trial have to 
worry about more than telling 
the whole truth of their roles in 
the Iran-contra affair. They also 
have to worry about naming 
names. "May I name the name?” 
has been asked by all six men who 
have testified in the two weeks 
since questioning began. When 
the answer is no. testimony tends 
to fill up with numbers — Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) offi- 
cial number one, Costa Rican 
official number two. a second 
Asian , nation — and even the 
witnesses sometimes find it diffi- 


cuitto keep the numbers straight. 
Robert Owen, North’s courier to 


Nicaragua’s contra, rebels, was 
asked to testify for the prosecn- 
tion about his dealings with seven 

» .T . 


ClA officials he met m the course 
of North’s effort to supply .and 
finance the contras. But without 
names it was hard to remember 
which was which. “I'm sorry, Fm 
going to have to see the list 
again,” Owen told defence attor- 
ney Brendan SuEhran on cross- 
examination. . 
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